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   	   Introduction	  
      

Dear reader,

Welcome to an elaborate version of our yearly key figures.

Belgium is currently presiding the European Union, an opportunity which we could not let go 
by unnoticed. From the start, our nation has been one of the pioneers of European integra-
tion and it has built an excellent reputation as a mediator throughout the years. We therefore 
found it natural to publish an edition of our yearly key figures that sheds a European light on 
Belgium.

Our website offers a complete range of information on the most diverse topics to meet the 
requirements of public authorities, the business sector and citizens. Relevant statistics are a 
prerequisite to plan efficiently and to initialise goal-oriented actions. Students, researchers 
and all those in search of knowledge need figures and statistics.

In this brochure you will mainly find figures, tables and graphs, a consequence of comparing 
our country with 26 other member states. We have also limited the number of topics. Instead 
of aiming for comprehensiveness, we have pursued interesting comparisons and relevant 
information. We are very grateful to everybody who, in one way or another, contributed to the 
realisation of this brochure.

“Measuring is knowing” is true now more than ever. We hope you will find some interesting 
details in these figures. However, they are only a sample of the wealth of information on our 
website (www.statbel.fgov.be).

We wish you an enjoyable read!
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	 The calculation of the GDP per capita in Purchasing Power Standards allows for a comparison of the level of the 
Gross Domestic Product between the different Member States. In this field, Belgium does rather well since it comes 
in ninth position. 
In 2009, the worldwide economic crisis had devastating effects on the European growth. It was indeed negative in all 
European countries (with the notable exception of Poland). Nevertheless, Belgium resisted better than many of its 
European partners because the decline in its GDP was smaller than the European average. The GDP decreased by 
3% in Belgium against 4.2% on average in the European Union.
The Belgian economy counts for much at European level. Although ranking tenth by population and representing only 
1/47 of the total European citizens, the country has the 7th economy and its GDP at market prices at current prices 
accounts for 1/35 of that of the European Union.
Nowadays, the Belgian economy is a service economy.  The weight of the tertiary sector (services) is increasing more 
and more and represented nearly 70% of the GDP generated in Belgium in 2009. On the other hand, the primary 
(agriculture) and secondary (manufacturing industry and construction) sectors are losing ground. This is also the 
trend in most other European countries.
									       
							     
							     
 

A I Gross Domestic Product and economic growth
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GDP per capita in Purchasing Power Standards (PPS) (EU-27 = 100)

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Luxembourg 243.7 254.4 272.1 275.0 276.3 267.8

2 Ireland 130.8 143.7 145.1 147.8 135.3 131.0

3 The Netherlands 134.2 130.8 131.1 132.1 133.9 129.8

4 Austria 131.0 124.0 125.0 123.0 123.0 124.0

5 Sweden 127.6 121.8 122.9 125.2 122.2 120.3

6 Denmark 131.6 123.6 124.1 121.2 120.0 117.3

7 United Kingdom 119.0 122.0 120.0 117.0 116.0 117.0

8 Germany 118.5 116.8 116.1 115.7 115.6 116.2

9 Belgium 126.1 119.7 117.7 115.6 115.1 114.9

10 Finland 117.1 114.3 114.0 117.8 116.8 110.4

11 France 115.4 110.6 108.7 108.4 107.8 107.3

12 Spain 97.0 102.0 105.0 105.0 103.0 103.0

13 Italy 116.8 104.8 104.1 103.5 101.7 101.6

European Union 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

14 Cyprus 88.7 90.9 90.6 93.5 95.8 98.2

15 Greece 84.0 91.8 (p) 93 (p) 92.7 (p) 94.2 (p) 94.7

16 Slovenia 79.7 87.5 87.6 88.6 90.9 (b) 86.1

17 Czech Republic 68.4 75.9 77.0 80.0 80.3 80.4

18 Portugal 81.0 79.3 78.8 78.1 78.4 78.3

19 Malta 83.6 77.8 77.2 76.7 76.0 77.6

20 Slovakia 50.1 60.2 63.4 67.6 72.2 71.5

21 Hungary 55.3 63.1 63.2 62.6 64.4 63.0

22 Estonia 45.0 61.6 65.1 68.8 67.3 62.0

23 Lithuania 39.3 52.9 55.3 59.3 61.9 53.1

24 Latvia 36.7 48.6 51.6 55.7 57.0 48.5

- Poland 48.2 51.3 51.9 54.4 56.4 :

- Romania 26.0 35.0 38.4 41.6 : :

- Bulgaria 27.7 34.5 36.5 37.7 41.3 :

Data source: EUROSTAT

Explanatory note: The volume index of GDP per capita in Purchasing Power Standards (PPS) is expressed in relation to the European Union (EU-27) 
average set to equal 100.  If the index of a country is higher than 100, this country’s level of GDP per head is higher than the EU average and vice versa. 
Basic figures are expressed in PPS, i.e. a common currency that eliminates the differences in price levels between countries allowing meaningful 
volume comparisons of GDP between countries.
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Growth rate of GDP volume - percentage change on previous year

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Poland 4.3 3.6 6.2 6.8 5.0 1.7

2 Malta : 3.9 3.6 3.8 1.7 -1.5

3 Cyprus 5.0 3.9 4.1 5.1 3.6 -1.7

4 Greece 4.5 2.2 (p) 4.5 (p) 4.5 (p) 2 (p) -2.0

5 France 3.9 1.9 2.2 2.4 0.2 -2.6

Portugal 3.9 0.8 1.4 2.4 0.0 -2.6

7 Belgium 3.7 1.8 2.8 2.9 1.0 -3.0

8 Luxembourg 8.4 5.4 5.6 6.5 0.0 -3.4

9 Austria 3.7 2.5 3.5 3.5 2.0 -3.5

10 Spain 5.0 3.6 4.0 3.6 0.9 -3.6

11 The Netherlands 3.9 2.0 3.4 3.6 2.0 -4.0

12 Czech Republic 3.6 6.3 6.8 6.1 2.5 -4.1

European Union 3.9 2.0 3.2 2.9 0.7 -4.2

13 Slovakia 1.4 6.7 8.5 10.6 6.2 -4.7

14 Denmark 3.5 2.4 3.4 1.7 -0.9 -4.9

Germany 3.2 0.8 3.2 2.5 1.3 -4.9

United Kingdom 3.9 2.2 2.9 2.6 0.5 -4.9

17 Bulgaria 5.4 6.2 6.3 6.2 6.0 -5.0

Italy 3.7 0.7 2.0 1.5 -1.3 -5.0

19 Sweden 4.5 3.2 4.3 3.3 -0.4 -5.1

20 Hungary 4.9 3.5 4.0 1.0 0.6 -6.3

21 Ireland 9.4 6.2 5.4 6.0 -3.0 -7.1

Romania 2.4 4.2 7.9 6.3 7.3 -7.1

23 Slovenia 4.4 4.5 5.8 6.8 3.5 -7.8

Finland 5.3 2.9 4.4 4.9 1.2 -7.8

25 Estonia 10.0 9.4 10.0 7.2 -3.6 -14.1

26 Lithuania 3.3 7.8 7.8 9.8 2.8 -14.8

27 Latvia 6.9 10.6 12.2 10.0 -4.2 -18.0

Data source: EUROSTAT

Explanatory note: The calculation of the annual growth rate of GDP volume is intended to allow comparisons of the dynamics of economic develop-
ment both over time and between economies of different sizes. For measuring the growth rate of GDP in terms of volumes, the GDP at current prices 
are valued in the prices of the previous year and the thus computed volume changes are imposed on the level of a reference year. This is called a 
chain-linked series. Accordingly, price movements will not inflate the growth rate.
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Growth rate of GDP volume -  
EU and Belgium between 2005-2009
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Gross Domestic Product at market prices at current prices (million EUR)

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

European Union 9,203,807.8 11,065,882.8 11,687,188.8 12,371,365.0 12,506,172.1 11,808,717.0

1 Germany 2,062,500.0 2,242,200.0 2,325,100.0 2,428,200.0 2,495,800.0 2,409,100.0

2 France 1,441,371.0 1,726,068.0 1,806,429.4 1,895,284.0 1,948,511.0 1,907,145.0

3 United Kingdom 1,602,239.6 1,833,954.4 1,944,750.9 2,044,133.0 1,818,946.9 1,566,740.7

4 Italy 1,191,057.3 1,429,479.3 1,485,377.3 1,546,177.4 1,567,851.2 1,520,870.0

5 Spain 630,263.0 908,792.0 984,284.0 1,052,730.0 1,088,502.0 1,051,151.0

6 The Netherlands 417,960.0 513,407.0 540,216.0 568,664.0 595,883.0 570,208.0

7 Belgium 252,216.0 302,845.0 318,193.0 334,948.0 344,676.0 337,284.0

8 Poland 185,713.8 244,420.1 272,088.9 311,001.7 362,415.1 310,075.1

9 Sweden 268,252.6 298,353.3 318,170.8 337,944.2 334,227.0 292,680.4

10 Austria 207,528.8 243,584.9 256,161.6 270,782.4 281,867.5 277,073.5

11 Greece 137,929.5 195,366.1 (p) 210,459.1 (p) 226,437 (p) 239,141.3 (p) 237,493.5 (p)

12 Denmark 173,597.9 207,366.9 218,747.4 227,024.9 233,026.8 222,892.9

13 Finland 132,110.0 157,307.0 165,643.0 179,536.0 184,179.0 170,971.0

14 Portugal 127,007.4 153,728.3 160,273.4 168,737.0 171,920.4 167,632.9

15 Ireland 104,830.2 162,091.0 176,758.8 189,751.2 181,816.3 163,543.0

16 Czech Republic 61,495.2 100,190.1 113,695.9 127,330.5 147,879.2 137,245.3

17 Romania 40,651.3 79,801.9 97,751.0 124,728.5 139,752.9 115,869.2

18 Hungary 51,320.2 88,645.8 89,894.4 101,086.5 105,535.6 93,086.1

19 Slovakia 22,029.0 38,462.4 44,537.3 54,897.6 64,778.4 63,331.6

20 Luxembourg 22,000.6 30,282.3 34,150.4 37,465.8 39,348.4 37,755.1

21 Slovenia 21,434.8 28,758.2 31,056.1 34,568.2 37,135.4 34,893.9

22 Bulgaria 13,704.3 21,882.3 25,238.2 28,898.6 34,118.1 33,876.8

23 Lithuania 12,377.3 20,870.1 23,978.5 28,576.6 32,202.8 26,649.7

24 Latvia 8,495.6 13,012.2 16,046.7 21,111.0 23,037.2 18,538.7

25 Cyprus 10,078.7 13,659.3 14,673.2 15,951.1 17,247.8 16,946.5

26 Estonia 6,159.8 11,181.7 13,229.4 15,626.6 16,073.3 13,730.0

27 Malta 4,221.1 4,778.3 5,114.3 5,462.9 5,678.1 5,720.3

Data source: EUROSTAT						    
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Gross domestic product (2005-2009 on 31/12)

Gross value added by activity, current-price estimates (in million euros, gross data)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Growth 
2005/2009

Growth 
2008/2009

Gross domestic product at market prices 302,845 318,193 334,948 344,676 337,284 10.2% -2.2%

Agriculture, hunting and forestry 2,239 2,561 2,596 2,113 1,892 -18.3% -11.7%

Industry 51,941 53,685 55,291 55,097 50,376 -3.1% -9.4%

Construction 13,027 14,423 15,627 16,174 15,741 17.2% -2.8%

Services 202,633 212,626 224,749 234,656 233,274 13.1% -0.6%

Commerce, transport and communications 62,548 64,722 68,400 70,322 65,472 4.5% -7.4%

Financial intermediation, real estate, renting and 
business activities 76,719 81,723 87,047 90,331 91,432 16.1% 1.2%

Government and education 37,359 38,926 40,473 42,736 44,020 15.1% 2.9%

Other services 26,007 27,255 28,829 31,267 32,350 19.6% 3.3%

Other components 33,006 34,889 36,685 36,635 36,000 8,3% -1,8%

Data source: Institute for National Accounts (Belgium) 

Breakdown of the gross domestic product 2009
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	 The Belgian worker is highly productive! The Belgian labour productivity per person employed comes indeed in 
third position among the European countries. 
Belgium also shows nice results with regard to investments. In this field too, Belgium lies well above the European 
average.
Research and development expenditure (R&D) is in line with the European average.
							     
							     
 

B I Productivity and investments

Labour productivity per person employed 20
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Labour productivity per person employed

GDP in PPS per person employed relative to EU-27 (EU-27 = 100)

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Luxembourg 176.0 169.5 179.8 179.1 175.7 168.1

2 Ireland 127.5 134.3 134.8 137.4 130.1 134.9

3 Belgium 136.6 129.8 128.5 126.8 125.4 123.8

4 France 125.1 122.2 121.2 121.4 121.3 120.3

5 Austria 120.7 115.1 115.6 113.9 113.5 112.4

6 Sweden 114.4 111.4 112.6 114.2 112.3 111.3

7 Spain 103.7 101.2 102.7 103.2 103.6 110.6

8 United Kingdom 110.8 112.4 111.9 110.0 110.0 110.2

9 The Netherlands 114.4 114.0 113.9 113.5 114.5 110.0

10 Italy 126.1 111.0 110.0 110.2 109.4 109.5

11 Finland 114.8 110.6 110.1 113.3 111.6 106.9

12 Germany 108.1 109.3 109.1 108.3 107.0 104.9

13 Greece 93.7 98.8 (p) 99.7 (p) 99.8 (p) 102.2 (p) 101.8 (p)

14 Denmark 110.6 106.7 106.5 102.8 101.5 101.2

European Union 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

15 Cyprus 85.0 82.9 83.8 86.1 87.2 88.6

16 Malta 96.8 90.7 90.4 88.9 86.9 87.5

17 Slovenia 76.2 83.8 84.0 84.0 84.4 80.7

18 Slovakia 58.0 68.6 71.5 75.8 79.2 78.8

19 Portugal 71.6 72.3 72.6 73.1 73.5 73.7

20 Czech Republic 61.8 68.5 69.3 71.5 71.9 71.7

21 Hungary 57.7 67.5 67.9 68.2 71.3 70.1

22 Poland 55.2 61.3 60.8 61.8 62.0 65.1 (f)

23 Estonia 46.9 60.5 61.4 65.1 63.8 63.7

24 Lithuania 42.7 54.5 56.3 59.1 62.0 55.6

25 Latvia 40.2 47.9 48.8 51.2 52.0 49.9

26 Romania 23.6 36.0 39.6 43.3 50.2 47.0

27 Bulgaria 30.4 33.5 34.6 35.1 37.2 37.2 (f)

Data source: Eurostat								      

Explanatory note: GDP per person employed is intended to give an overall impression of the productivity of national economies expressed in relation 
to the European Union (EU-27) average. If the index of a country is higher than 100, this country’s level of GDP per person employed is higher than 
the EU average and vice versa.  Basic figures are expressed in PPS, i.e. a common currency that eliminates the differences in price levels between 
countries allowing meaningful volume comparisons of GDP between countries.  Please note that ‘persons employed’ does not distinguish between 
full-time and part-time employment.
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Gross fixed capital formation (investments) of the private sector 
as percentage of GDP

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Slovakia 23.8 24.9 24.7 24.5 23.0 21.3

2 Romania 15.4 19.9 20.5 24.5 26.4 20.2

3 Spain 22.7 25.8 26.9 26.7 25.0 20.0

4 Bulgaria 12.1 20.0 21.8 25.0 27.7 19.9

5 Austria 22.5 20.5 20.5 20.8 20.8 19.7

6 Belgium 19.1 18.9 19.5 20.1 21.0 19.5

7 Slovenia 22.4 22.3 22.9 23.5 24.6 19.1

8 Latvia 22.9 27.5 28.0 28.0 24.5 17.5

9 Hungary 20.2 19.1 17.3 17.6 18.0 17.3

10 France 16.4 16.7 17.5 18.2 18.5 17.2

11 Czech Republic 24.4 20.0 19.7 20.5 19.0 17.1

Portugal 24.1 20.2 20.1 20.1 20.0 17.1

13 Estonia 22.0 28.1 30.2 29.3 24.0 17.0

Finland 17.6 17.6 17.7 18.9 19.1 17.0

15 Denmark 18.5 17.7 19.7 20.4 19.0 16.6

16 Italy 18.0 18.4 18.8 18.9 18.5 16.5

European Union 18.4 17.7 18.2 18.7 18.4 16.3

17 Cyprus 14.0 16.1 17.6 19.1 20.4 16.3

18 Germany 19.7 16.0 16.8 17.3 17.5 16.2

19 Poland 21.4 14.8 15.7 17.4 17.5 15.7

20 The Netherlands 18.8 15.6 16.4 16.6 16.9 14.9

21 Sweden 15.2 14.9 15.7 16.5 16.8 14.3

22 Greece 17.9 17.8 (p) 18.6 (p) 18.4 (p) 16.6 (p) 13.9 (p)

23 Luxembourg 17.0 16.0 15.5 16.6 16.1 13.8

24 Lithuania 16.4 19.3 21.0 23.1 20.2 13.1

25 United Kingdom 15.9 16.0 15.3 15.8 14.5 12.2

26 Malta 18.8 15.4 17.1 16.7 14.1 12.0

27 Ireland 19.6 23.1 23.2 21.6 16.6 11.0

 	 							     

Data source: EUROSTAT										        

Explanatory note: This indicator is defined as total gross fixed capital formation (GFCF) expressed as a percentage of GDP, for the private sector. 
GFCF consists of resident producers’ acquisitions, less disposals of fixed tangible or intangible assets, such as buildings, machinery and equipment, 
vehicles, or software. It also includes certain additions to the value of nonproduced assets realised by productive activity, such as improvements to 
land. The ratio gives the share of GDP that is used by the private sector for investment (rather than being used for e.g. consumption).
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Research and development expenditure as a percentage of GDP

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Sweden : 3.6 (b) 3.74 3.61 3.75 (e)

2 Finland 3.35 3.48 3.48 3.48 3.73

3 Denmark 2.24 2.46 2.48 2.55 (b) 2.72 (e)

4 Austria 1.94 (e) 2.45 (e) 2.47 2.54 2.67 (e)

5 Germany 2.45 2.49 2.53 2.53 2.63 (e)

6 France 2.15 (b) 2.10 2.10 2.04 (p) 2.02 (p)

7 Belgium 1.97 1.83 1.86 1.90 1.92 (p)

European Union 1.85 (s) 1.82 (s) 1.85 (s) 1.85 (s) 1.90 (s)

8 United Kingdom 1.81 1.73 1.75 1.82 1.88 (p)

9 Slovenia 1.39 1.44 1.56 1.45 1.66

10 The Netherlands 1.82 1.79 (p) 1.78 (p) 1.71 (p) 1.63 (p)

11 Luxembourg 1.65 1.56 1.65 1.58 (e) 1.62 (p)

12 Portugal 0.76 (e) 0.81 1.02 (e) 1.21 1.51 (p)

13 Czech Republic 1.21 1.41 1.55 1.54 1.47

14 Ireland 1.12 1.25 1.25 1.28 (p) 1.43 (p)

15 Spain 0.91 1.12 1.20 1.27 1.35

16 Estonia 0.60 0.93 1.14 1.11 1.29 (p)

17 Italy 1.05 1.09 1.13 1.18 1.18

18 Hungary 0.79 0.94 1.00 0.97 1.00

19 Lithuania 0.59 0.75 0.79 0.81 0.80

20 Latvia 0.44 0.56 0.70 0.59 0.61

Greece 0.64 0.57 0.56 0.57 0.61 (p)

22 Poland 0.37 0.41 0.45 0.52 0.58

23 Romania : 0.57 0.61 0.58 (p) 0.54 (p)

24 Malta 0.52 0.49 0.48 0.48 0.49 (p)

25 Bulgaria 0.65 0.51 0.49 0.46 0.47

26 Slovakia 0.24 0.40 0.43 0.44 0.46 (p)

- Cyprus : 0.59 0.58 (e) 0.58 (e) :

Data source: EUROSTAT							     

Explanatory note: Research and experimental development (R&D) comprise creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase 
the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications. R&D 
expenditures include all expenditures for R&D performed within the business enterprise sector (BERD) on the national territory during a given period, 
regardless of the source of funds. R&D expenditure in BERD are shown as a percentage of GDP (R&D intensity).	 			 
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	 The harmonised Index of Consumer Prices (HICP) is designed for comparison of price inflation at European level.  
The evolution of this index shows that prices in Belgium grew less fast than the European average between 2005 and 
2009.
After one year with a rather high inflation of 4.5% in 2008, inflation in Belgium amounted to 0.0% in 2009, which 
means that the average price level remained stable. Over the period 2007-2009, food products evolved more rapidly 
than the other kinds of expenditure and pushed the index upward. Because of the raw materials crisis, inflation 
of processed food products reached 7.8% in Belgium in 2008. However, just like in 2008, the inflation was mainly 
influenced by the evolution of the energy prices. After a sharp increase by 20% in 2008, the consumer’s energy bill 
dropped by 14% in 2009.

							     
							     
 

C I Prices
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HICP - global index - average yearly indexes (2005 = 100)

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 The Netherlands 87.1 100.0 101.7 103.3 105.5 106.6

2 France 90.5 100.0 101.9 103.6 106.8 106.9

3 Ireland 84.5 100.0 102.7 105.6 108.9 107.1

4 Germany 92.4 100.0 101.8 104.1 107.0 107.2

5 Portugal 85.5 100.0 103.0 105.5 108.3 107.4

6 Austria 91.2 100.0 101.7 103.9 107.3 107.7

7 Denmark 91.2 100.0 101.8 103.5 107.3 108.4

8 Finland 93.4 100.0 101.3 102.9 106.9 108.7

Sweden 91.7 100.0 101.5 103.2 106.7 108.7

10 Italy 88.6 100.0 102.2 104.3 108.0 108.8

11 Belgium 90.7 100.0 102.3 104.2 108.9 108.9

12 Cyprus 88.3 100.0 102.3 104.5 109.0 109.2

European Union 88.5 100.0 102.3 104.7 108.6 109.6

13 Luxembourg 87.1 100.0 103.0 105.7 110.0 110.0

14 Malta 88.6 100.0 102.6 103.3 108.1 110.1

15 Spain 85.5 100.0 103.6 106.5 110.9 110.6

16 United Kingdom 93.1 100.0 102.3 104.7 108.5 110.8

17 Slovakia 75.3 100.0 104.3 106.2 110.4 111.4

18 Czech Republic 90.6 100.0 102.1 105.1 111.7 112.4

Greece 84.2 100.0 103.3 106.4 110.9 112.4

20 Poland 87.4 100.0 101.3 103.9 108.3 112.6

21 Slovenia 76.4 100.0 102.5 106.4 112.3 113.3

22 Estonia 84.0 100.0 104.5 111.5 123.3 123.6

23 Hungary 75.3 100.0 104.0 112.3 119.1 123.9

24 Lithuania 95.5 100.0 103.8 109.8 122.0 127.1

25 Romania 43.2 100.0 106.6 111.8 120.7 127.4

26 Bulgaria 76.4 100.0 107.4 115.6 129.4 132.6

27 Latvia 81.9 100.0 106.6 117.3 135.2 139.6

Data source: EUROSTAT				  

Explanatory note: Harmonised indices of consumer prices (HICPs) are designed for international comparisons of consumer price inflation. HICP is 
used by e.g. the European Central Bank for monitoring of inflation in the economic and monetary Union and for the assessment of inflation conver-
gence as required under Article 121 of the Treaty of Amsterdam.
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Comparative price levels of final consumption by private households including 
indirect taxes (EU-27=100)

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Denmark 130.2 140.4 138.4 137.4 141.2 144.6

2 Finland 120.8 123.6 122.7 119.9 124.3 126.4

3 Ireland 114.8 123.4 124.5 124.5 127.6 125.0

4 Luxembourg 101.5 111.6 111.3 115.3 119.1 121.3

5 France 105.8 108.2 108.5 108.1 110.8 114.3

6 Belgium 102.0 106.4 107.7 108.3 111.1 113.9

7 The Netherlands 100.0 104.7 104.0 101.9 104.0 108.5

8 Austria 101.8 102.5 101.9 102.2 105.1 107.9

9 Sweden 127.6 119.0 118.5 115.7 114.5 107.0

10 Italy 97.5 104.7 104.2 102.9 105.6 106.5

11 Germany 106.5 103.3 102.6 101.9 103.8 106.4

European Union 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

12 Greece 84.8 88.2 89.0 90.7 94.0 97.4

Spain 85.0 91.1 91.8 92.8 95.4 97.4

14 United Kingdom 119.9 109.7 110.6 112.6 100.1 92.7

15 Cyprus 88.0 90.3 90.3 88.1 90.5 91.2

16 Portugal 83.0 85.1 84.9 85.7 87.0 89.3

17 Slovenia 72.8 76.0 76.7 79.0 82.3 85.5

18 Malta 73.2 73.0 74.8 75.5 78.8 81.4

19 Estonia 57.2 64.7 68.5 73.1 78.0 75.1

20 Latvia 58.8 57.0 60.7 66.6 72.6 74.8

21 Slovakia 44.4 55.4 58.0 63.2 70.2 73.7

22 Czech Republic 48.1 58.1 61.3 62.4 72.8 70.6

23 Lithuania 52.6 54.8 57.3 60.0 64.7 67.8

24 Hungary 49.2 63.3 60.6 66.7 68.1 65.5

25 Poland 57.9 61.1 62.4 62.0 69.1 58.6

26 Romania 42.5 54.4 57.6 63.8 60.9 57.5

27 Bulgaria 38.7 43.2 44.9 46.2 50.2 52.7

								      

Data source: EUROSTAT								      

Explanatory note: Comparative price levels are the ratio between purchasing power parities (PPPs) and market exchange rate for each country. 
Purchasing power parities (PPPs) are currency conversion rates that convert economic indicators expressed in national currencies to a common 
currency, called Purchasing Power Standard (PPS), which equalises the purchasing power of different national currencies and thus allows meaningful 
comparison. The ratio is shown in relation to the EU average (EU27 = 100). If the index of the comparative price levels shown for a country is higher 
(lower) than 100, the country concerned is relatively expensive (cheap) as compared with the EU average.	 				  
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Comparative price levels of final consumption by private 
households (EU-27=100)

Denmark
Finland
Ireland
Luxembourg
France
Belgium
The Netherlands
Austria
Sweden
Italy
Germany
European Union
Greece
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Consumer price index (base 2004=100) 
and inflation: Belgium

2004=100 General (CPI) Inflation Food 
products

Non-food 
products Services Rent General excluding 

oil products
General excluding 
energy products

2000 92.6 2.6% 90.6 94.5 91.3 92.0 92.3 92.1

2001 94.9 2.5% 94.4 96.1 93.5 93.7 95.0 94.6

2002 96.4 1.7% 96.5 96.7 96.0 96.0 96.9 96.7

2003 98.0 1.6% 98.5 97.8 97.7 98.2 98.5 98.4

2004 100.0 2.1% 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

2005 102.8 2.8% 101.9 103.6 102.4 102.0 101.8 101.7

2006 104.6 1.8% 104.2 105.2 103.9 105.6 103.4 103.0

2007 106.5 1.8% 108.0 106.3 105.8 107.4 105.4 105.1

2008 111.3 4.5% 114.3 112.6 107.9 109.5 109.4 107.9

2009 111.3 0.0% 115.5 109.5 111.0 111.7 109.9 110.9

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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	 2009 was a dark year for the public finances of the Member States of the European Union. All government bud-
gets are in the red. With a European average of -6.8% net borrowing, many States are now obliged to take measures 
to balance their budgets. The Belgian financing requirements are slightly lower than the European average but the 
world crisis put the efforts made to reduce the public debt burden on hold.					   
			 
											         

							     
							     
 

D I Government deficit
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General government debt as a percentage of GDP

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Italy 109.2 105.8 106.5 103.5 106.1 115.8

2 Greece 103.4 100.0 97.8 95.7 99.2 115.1

3 Belgium 107.9 92.1 88.1 84.2 89.8 96.7

4 Hungary 55.0 61.8 65.6 65.9 72.9 78.3

5 France 57.3 66.4 63.7 63.8 67.5 77.6

6 Portugal 50.5 63.6 64.7 63.6 66.3 76.8

European Union 61.9 62.8 61.4 58.8 61.6 73.6

7 Germany 59.7 68.0 67.6 65.0 66.0 73.2

8 Malta 55.9 70.1 63.7 61.9 63.7 69.1

9 United Kingdom 41.0 42.5 43.5 44.7 52.0 68.1

10 Austria 66.5 63.9 62.2 59.5 62.6 66.5

11 Ireland 37.8 27.4 24.9 25.0 43.9 64.0

The Netherlands 53.8 51.8 47.4 45.5 58.2 60.9

13 Cyprus 48.7 69.1 64.6 58.3 48.4 56.2

14 Spain 59.3 43.0 39.6 36.2 39.7 53.2

15 Poland 36.8 47.1 47.7 45.0 47.2 51.0

16 Finland 43.8 41.7 39.7 35.2 34.2 44.0

17 Sweden 53.6 50.8 45.7 40.8 38.3 42.3

18 Denmark 52.4 37.8 32.1 27.4 34.2 41.6

19 Latvia 12.3 12.4 10.7 9.0 19.5 36.1

20 Slovenia : 27.0 26.7 23.4 22.6 35.9

21 Slovakia 50.3 34.2 30.5 29.3 27.7 35.7

22 Czech Republic 18.5 29.7 29.4 29.0 30.0 35.4

23 Lithuania 23.7 18.4 18.0 16.9 15.6 29.3

24 Romania 22.5 15.8 12.4 12.6 13.3 23.7

25 Bulgaria 74.3 29.2 22.7 18.2 14.1 14.8

26 Luxembourg 6.2 6.1 6.5 6.7 13.7 14.5

27 Estonia 5.1 4.6 4.5 3.8 4.6 7.2

								      

Data source: EUROSTAT								      

Explanatory note: The general government sector comprises the subsectors of central government, state government, local government and social 
security funds.  GDP used as a denominator is the gross domestic product at current market prices. Debt is valued at nominal (face) value, and foreign 
currency debt is converted into national currency using end-year market exchange rates (though special rules apply to contracts). The national data 
for the general government sector are consolidated between the sub-sectors. Basic data are expressed in national currency, converted into euro using 
end-year exchange rates for the euro provided by the European Central Bank. 	 						    
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Public balance  
Net borrowing/lending of general government sector as a percentage of GDP

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Sweden 3.7 2.3 2.5 3.8 2.5 -0.5

2 Luxembourg 6.0 0.0 1.4 3.6 2.9 -0.7

3 Estonia -0.2 1.6 2.5 2.6 -2.7 -1.7

4 Finland 6.8 2.7 4.0 5.2 4.2 -2.2

5 Denmark 2.3 5.2 5.2 4.8 3.4 -2.7

6 Germany 1.3 -3.3 -1.6 0.2 0.0 -3.3

7 Austria -1.7 -1.7 -1.5 -0.4 -0.4 -3.4

8 Malta -6.2 -2.9 -2.6 -2.2 -4.5 -3.8

9 Bulgaria -0.3 1.9 3.0 0.1 1.8 -3.9

10 Hungary -3.0 -7.9 -9.3 -5.0 -3.8 -4.0

11 Italy -0.8 -4.3 -3.3 -1.5 -2.7 -5.3

The Netherlands 2.0 -0.3 0.5 0.2 0.7 -5.3

13 Slovenia -3.7 -1.4 -1.3 0.0 -1.7 -5.5

14 Czech Republic -3.7 -3.6 -2.6 -0.7 -2.7 -5.9

15 Belgium 0.0 -2.7 0.3 -0.2 -1.2 -6.0

16 Cyprus -2.3 -2.4 -1.2 3.4 0.9 -6.1

European Union 0.6 -2.5 -1.4 -0.8 -2.3 -6.8

17 Slovakia -12.3 -2.8 -3.5 -1.9 -2.3 -6.8

18 Poland -3.0 -4.1 -3.6 -1.9 -3.7 -7.1

19 France -1.5 -2.9 -2.3 -2.7 -3.3 -7.5

20 Romania -4.7 -1.2 -2.2 -2.5 -5.4 -8.3

21 Lithuania -3.2 -0.5 -0.4 -1.0 -3.3 -8.9

22 Latvia -2.8 -0.4 -0.5 -0.3 -4.1 -9.0

23 Portugal -2.9 -6.1 -3.9 -2.6 -2.8 -9.4

24 Spain -1.0 1.0 2.0 1.9 -4.1 -11.2

25 United Kingdom 3.6 -3.4 -2.7 -2.8 -4.9 -11.5

26 Greece -3.7 -5.2 -3.6 -5.1 -7.7 -13.6

27 Ireland 4.8 1.6 3.0 0.1 -7.3 -14.3

Data source: EUROSTAT								      

Explanatory note: EU definition: net borrowing (+)/net lending (-) of general government is the difference between the revenue and the expenditure of 
the general government sector. The general government sector comprises the subsectors of central government, state government, local government 
and social security funds. GDP used as a denominator is the gross domestic product at current market prices.	 			 
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Public balance
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	 Belgium is a very outward-oriented country. Indeed, although the GDP at market prices at current prices only 
accounts for 1/35 of that of the European Union, the country ranks respectively fifth and sixth with regard to exports 
and imports. The import and export figures are not much lower than that of large countries such as Italy or the United 
Kingdom, at least as far as exports are concerned. Moreover, as the value of exports exceeds that of imports, the 
trade balance is very positive.
The country also has strong ties with its European neighbours since more than 3/4 of its exports go to the European 
market and nearly 71% of its imports come from the other Members States.
The evolution of the Belgian foreign trade is similar to that of the European average and faced a serious decline in 
2009.
								      
											         

							     
							     
 

E I Foreign trade



29
Key figures 2009

Total imports in value terms (million EUR)

Ranking GEO/TIME 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Germany 538,325 624,606 722,112 769,779 805,730 668,104

2 France 366,977 405,212 431,602 452,006 478,294 396,109

3 United Kingdom 376,849 412,887 478,993 454,503 430,361 344,874

4 The Netherlands 236,322 292,438 331,979 359,442 394,980 319,451

5 Italy 258,507 309,292 352,465 373,340 382,050 294,213

6 Belgium 192,195 256,169 280,053 300,298 317,043 252,326

7 Spain 169,059 232,124 261,784 284,058 286,105 206,170

8 Poland 53,085 81,697 101,138 120,912 141,966 105,123

9 Austria 78,383 102,345 109,280 118,962 125,301 102,795

10 Sweden 78,908 89,781 101,583 111,334 113,638 85,356

11 Czech Republic 34,619 61,500 74,220 86,224 96,572 75,267

12 Denmark 49,326 60,752 68,100 71,526 74,776 59,383

13 Hungary 34,833 53,494 62,331 69,730 74,069 56,034

14 Portugal 43,257 49,179 53,100 57,056 61,174 50,074

15 Ireland 55,263 55,112 58,233 61,162 57,088 44,636

16 Finland 37,292 47,236 55,253 59,616 62,402 43,250

17 Greece 36,249 43,755 50,668 55,634 60,975 42,881

18 Slovakia 13,815 27,851 35,828 44,229 50,253 39,569

19 Romania 14,235 32,569 40,746 51,305 57,148 38,891

20 Slovenia 10,987 16,346 19,227 23,027 25,180 18,956

21 Luxembourg 12,211 17,597 21,163 20,114 21,475 17,480

22 Bulgaria 7,085 12,497 15,424 21,862 25,094 16,726

23 Lithuania 5,681 12,498 15,429 17,813 21,144 13,073

24 Estonia 4,613 8,230 10,711 11,439 10,868 7,291

25 Latvia 3,466 6,991 9,191 11,180 10,975 6,897

26 Cyprus 3,390 5,077 5,518 6,286 7,237 5,577

27 Malta 3,696 2,988 3,430 3,473 3,252 2,586

								      
Data source: EUROSTAT								      
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Total exports in value terms (million EUR)

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Germany 597,455 780,415 882,532 964,038 983,255 803,899

2 The Netherlands 252,414 326,640 369,249 401,864 433,722 357,342

3 France 354,711 372,501 394,925 402,686 408,776 341,566

4 Italy 260,413 299,923 332,013 364,744 369,016 290,113

5 Belgium 203,953 268,789 292,087 314,449 320,805 265,160

6 United Kingdom 309,036 309,040 357,322 320,388 312,528 252,256

7 Spain 124,784 154,846 170,211 184,821 191,388 156,645

8 Austria 73,311 100,621 108,913 119,387 123,259 98,650

9 Poland 34,373 71,889 88,229 102,259 115,895 96,396

10 Sweden 94,340 105,266 117,707 123,218 124,653 93,954

11 Ireland 83,817 88,142 86,593 88,686 85,477 82,084

12 Czech Republic 31,501 62,785 75,604 89,382 99,809 81,213

13 Denmark 55,535 68,420 73,716 75,163 79,254 66,922

14 Hungary 30,525 50,588 59,936 69,610 73,772 60,036

15 Finland 49,916 52,647 61,489 65,688 65,580 44,897

16 Slovakia 12,811 25,632 33,340 42,696 48,370 40,115

17 Portugal 26,379 30,665 34,511 37,589 37,949 31,085

18 Romania 11,273 22,255 25,850 29,543 33,679 29,116

19 Slovenia 9,495 15,471 18,501 21,964 23,204 18,804

20 Luxembourg 9,071 15,109 18,241 16,337 17,224 14,913

21 Greece 12,723 13,888 16,525 17,205 17,440 14,377

22 Lithuania 3,855 9,490 11,263 12,509 16,077 11,795

23 Bulgaria 5,253 9,223 11,748 13,512 15,204 11,787

24 Estonia 3,445 6,202 7,719 8,034 8,465 6,475

25 Latvia 2,023 4,149 4,902 6,062 6,897 5,465

26 Malta 2,656 1,928 2,226 2,246 2,003 1,504

27 Cyprus 435 1,177 1,062 1,017 1,110 895

Data source: EUROSTAT								      
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Trade balance in value terms (million EUR)

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Germany 59,130 155,809 160,420 194,259 177,525 135,795

2 The Netherlands 16,092 34,201 37,271 42,422 38,742 37,891

3 Ireland 28,553 33,030 28,359 27,524 28,389 37,448

4 Belgium 11,758 12,620 12,034 14,151 3,762 12,833

5 Sweden 15,432 15,485 16,124 11,884 11,014 8,598

6 Denmark 6,210 7,668 5,616 3,637 4,478 7,540

7 Czech Republic -3,119 1,285 1,384 3,159 3,237 5,946

8 Hungary -4,308 -2,906 -2,395 -121 -297 4,002

9 Finland 12,624 5,411 6,237 6,072 3,178 1,646

10 Slovakia -1,005 -2,219 -2,488 -1,533 -1,883 546

11 Slovenia -1,491 -875 -726 -1,063 -1,976 -152

12 Estonia -1,168 -2,028 -2,992 -3,406 -2,403 -816

13 Malta -1,040 -1,060 -1,204 -1,228 -1,249 -1,082

14 Lithuania -1,826 -3,008 -4,167 -5,303 -5,067 -1,278

15 Latvia -1,443 -2,842 -4,290 -5,117 -4,078 -1,432

16 Luxembourg -3,140 -2,488 -2,922 -3,776 -4,251 -2,567

17 Italy 1,907 -9,369 -20,452 -8,596 -13,035 -4,100

18 Austria -5,071 -1,724 -367 425 -2,043 -4,146

19 Cyprus -2,955 -3,899 -4,456 -5,269 -6,126 -4,682

20 Bulgaria -1,832 -3,274 -3,676 -8,349 -9,890 -4,939

21 Poland -18,711 -9,807 -12,909 -18,652 -26,072 -8,727

22 Romania -2,962 -10,313 -14,895 -21,762 -23,469 -9,775

23 Portugal -16,878 -18,514 -18,589 -19,467 -23,225 -18,989

24 Greece -23,527 -29,867 -34,143 -38,429 -43,535 -28,504

25 Spain -44,274 -77,278 -91,573 -99,237 -94,717 -49,526

26 France -12,266 -32,712 -36,677 -49,320 -69,519 -54,543

27 United Kingdom -67,813 -103,847 -121,672 -134,116 -117,833 -92,618

								      
Data source: EUROSTAT								      
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Share of exports to the EU in the total exports (%) 

Ranking Unit 2009

1 Luxembourg 87.3%

2 Slovakia 85.8%

3 Czech Republic 84.6%

4 Poland 79.3%

5 Hungary 78.9%

6 The Netherlands 77.1%

7 Belgium 75.9%

8 Portugal 74.9%

9 Romania 74.3%

10 Austria 71.8%

11 Estonia 69.4%

12 Slovenia 69.3%

13 Spain 68.8%

14 Denmark 67.5%

15 Latvia 67.3%

European Union 66.6%

16 Cyprus 66.6%

17 Bulgaria 64.4%

18 Lithuania 64.3%

19 Germany 62.8%

20 Greece 62.7%

21 France 61.8%

22 Ireland 61.5%

23 Sweden 58.5%

24 Italy 57.1%

25 Finland 55.6%

26 United Kingdom 55.0%

27 Malta 42.4%

								      
Data source: EUROSTAT								      
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Annual evolution of the foreign trade in Belgium (million EUR)

Year Exports - 
total

Exports - 
intra-EU

Exports - 
extra-EU

Imports - 
total

Imports - 
intra-EU

Imports - 
extra-EU

Trade 
balance - 

total

Trade 
balance - 
intra-EU

Trade 
balance - 
extra-EU

2009 265,207.9 200,869.0 64,338.7 252,587.8 179,227.5 73,360.1 12,620.1 21,641.5 -9,021.4

2008 320,805.9 246,595.5 74,210.5 317,043.9 221,585.5 95,458.7 3,762.0 25,010.0 -21,248.2

2007 314,449.2 239,248.5 75,200.7 300,298.2 211,903.2 88,395.3 14,151.0 27,345.3 -13,194.6

2006 292,087.7 223,135.7 68,952.2 280,054.0 200,115.2 79,938.5 12,033.7 23,020.5 -10,986.3

2005 269,741.7 205,970.5 63,771.2 256,993.3 183,842.2 73,151.3 12,748.4 22,128.3 -9,380.1

2004 247,454.4 190,552.2 56,902.5 230,339.5 167,439.5 62,900.0 17,114.9 23,112.7 -5,997.5

2003 225,970.0 174,387.8 51,582.3 207,695.8 152,805.9 54,889.9 18,274.2 21,581.9 -3,307.6

2002 228,561.6 172,401.0 56,160.7 209,721.5 152,823.2 56,898.2 18,840.1 19,577.8 -737.5

2001 212,538.7 165,616.4 46,922.2 199,491.7 143,569.8 55,921.8 13,047.0 22,046.6 -8,999.6

2000 203,953.2 156,544.5 47,408.8 192,195.0 136,151.3 56,043.7 11,758.2 20,393.2 -8,634.9

								      
Data source: Institute for National Accounts (Belgium)
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Percentage change of the exports in volume terms on previous year 

Ranking GEO/TIME 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Ireland 20.2 5.2 5.1 8.6 -1.0 -2.3

2 Malta : 0.6 10.5 2.7 -5.2 -4.2

3 Romania 23.2 7.6 10.4 7.8 8.7 -5.5

4 Luxembourg 12.6 4.5 13.3 8.8 1.5 -7.6

5 The Netherlands 13.5 6.0 7.3 6.7 2.7 -8.2

6 Hungary 19.7 11.3 18.6 16.2 5.6 -9.1

7 Poland 23.2 8.0 14.6 9.1 7.1 -9.1

8 Bulgaria 16.6 8.5 8.7 5.2 2.9 -9.8

9 Denmark 12.8 8.1 9.0 2.2 2.4 -10.4

10 United Kingdom 9.1 7.9 11.3 -2.8 1.1 -10.6

11 Czech Republic 16.5 11.6 15.8 15.0 6.0 -10.8

12 Estonia 27.4 18.6 14.0 0.0 -0.7 -11.2

13 Spain 10.2 2.5 6.7 6.6 -1.0 -11.5

14 Cyprus 10.5 4.9 3.5 6.1 -2.1 -11.8

Portugal 8.8 0.2 11.6 7.6 -0.3 -11.8

16 France 12.4 3.1 4.8 2.5 -0.5 -12.4

Sweden 11.7 6.6 9.0 5.7 1.4 -12.4

European Union 12.7 5.9 9.3 5.5 1.4 -12.6

18 Belgium 11.8 4.6 5.0 4.5 1.5 -12.6

19 Lithuania 9.5 17.7 12.0 3.0 12.2 -14.3

20 Germany 13.5 7.7 13.0 7.5 2.9 -14.5

21 Latvia 11.3 20.2 6.5 10.0 2.0 -15.5

22 Slovenia 13.1 10.6 12.5 13.7 2.9 -15.6

23 Austria 13.4 7.4 7.5 9.4 0.8 -15.8

24 Slovakia 8.9 10.0 21.0 14.3 3.2 -16.5

25 Greece : 2.4 (p) 5.3 (p) 5.8 (p) 4 (p) -18.1 (p)

26 Italy 11.9 1.1 6.2 4.6 -3.9 -19.1

27 Finland 17.3 7.0 12.2 7.9 6.5 -24.3

Data source: EUROSTAT								      
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Percentage change of the imports in volume terms on previous year 

Ranking GEO/TIME 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Latvia 3.1 14.8 19.4 14.7 -11.2 -35.5

2 Lithuania 4.8 16.4 13.7 10.7 10.5 -29.4

3 Estonia 27.2 17.5 22.9 4.7 -8.7 -26.8

4 Bulgaria 18.6 13.1 14.0 9.9 4.9 -22.3

Finland 16.7 11.4 7.9 6.0 6.6 -22.3

6 Romania 27.5 16.0 22.6 27.3 7.8 -20.6

7 Cyprus 12.5 3.7 6.7 13.3 8.0 -19.8

8 Spain 10.8 7.7 10.2 8.0 -4.9 -17.9

Slovenia 7.1 6.6 12.2 16.3 2.9 -17.9

10 Slovakia 8.2 12.4 17.8 9.2 3.1 -17.6

11 Hungary 18.0 7.0 14.8 13.3 5.7 -15.4

12 Austria 10.6 6.4 5.3 7.3 -0.7 -14.9

13 Italy 9.8 2.1 5.9 3.8 -4.3 -14.5

14 Poland 15.5 4.7 17.3 13.7 8.0 -14.3

15 Greece : -0.3 (p) 9.1 (p) 7.1 (p) 0.2 (p) -14.1 (p)

16 Denmark 13.1 11.2 13.4 2.6 3.3 -13.2

Sweden 11.7 7.0 9.0 9.0 2.9 -13.2

18 Belgium 12.2 5.9 4.7 4.7 3.1 -12.9

European Union 11.7 6.3 9.2 5.5 1.3 -12.5

19 United Kingdom 8.9 7.1 8.8 -0.7 -0.5 -11.9

20 Portugal 5.6 2.3 7.2 5.5 2.8 -10.8

21 France 14.9 5.9 5.6 5.6 0.6 -10.7

22 Czech Republic 16.3 5.0 14.3 14.3 4.7 -10.6

23 Germany 10.2 6.7 11.9 4.8 4.3 -9.5

24 Ireland 21.7 8.4 6.5 5.6 -2.1 -9.3

25 Luxembourg 10.5 4.2 12.9 8.3 3.3 -9.2

26 The Netherlands 12.2 5.4 8.8 5.1 3.7 -8.7

27 Malta : 3.2 9.5 0.4 -5.7 -8.5

Data source: EUROSTAT
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	 In 2009, employment in the European Union strongly suffered from the effects of the economic crisis. After a 
continuous period of growth and after having neared  the objectives of Lisbon in the previous years, the employment 
rate declined nearly everywhere in the Union between 2008 and 2009, with the notable exception of Luxembourg and 
to a lesser extent of Germany and Poland. Of course, the Belgian employment rate has also declined but it has held 
up relatively well compared to the other Member States. Indeed, between 2008 and 2009, the employed population 
decreased by 0.5% in Belgium against 1.8% in the whole Union.							     
	
		
									       
							     
							     
 

A I Employment / Activity
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Total employment rate in percent

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 The Netherlands 72.9 73.2 74.3 76.0 77.2 77.0

2 Denmark 76.3 75.9 77.4 77.1 78.1 75.7

3 Sweden 73.0 72.5 (b) 73.1 74.2 74.3 72.2

4 Austria 68.5 68.6 70.2 71.4 72.1 71.6

5 Germany 65.6 66 (b) 67.5 69.4 70.7 70.9

6 Cyprus 65.7 68.5 69.6 71.0 70.9 69.9

United Kingdom 71.2 71.7 71.6 71.5 71.5 69.9

8 Finland 67.2 68.4 69.3 70.3 71.1 68.7

9 Slovenia 62.8 66.0 66.6 67.8 68.6 67.5

10 Portugal 68.4 67.5 67.9 67.8 68.2 66.3

11 Czech Republic 65.0 64.8 65.3 66.1 66.6 65.4

12 Luxembourg 62.7 63.6 63.6 64.2 63.4 65.2

European Union 62.2 63.5 64.5 65.4 65.9 64.6

13 France 62.1 63.7 63.7 64.3 64.9 64.2

14 Estonia 60.4 64.4 68.1 69.4 69.8 63.5

15 Bulgaria 50.4 55.8 58.6 61.7 64.0 62.6

16 Ireland 65.2 67.6 68.6 69.1 67.6 61.8

17 Belgium 60.5 61.1 61.0 62.0 62.4 61.6

18 Greece 56.5 60.1 61.0 61.4 61.9 61.2

19 Latvia 57.5 63.3 66.3 68.3 68.6 60.9

20 Slovakia 56.8 57.7 59.4 60.7 62.3 60.2

21 Lithuania 59.1 62.6 63.6 64.9 64.3 60.1

22 Spain 56.3 63.3 (b) 64.8 65.6 64.3 59.8

23 Poland 55.0 52.8 54.5 57.0 59.2 59.3

24 Romania 63.0 57.6 58.8 58.8 59.0 58.6

25 Italy 53.7 57.6 58.4 58.7 58.7 57.5

26 Hungary 56.3 56.9 57.3 57.3 56.7 55.4

27 Malta 54.2 53.9 53.6 54.6 55.3 54.9

Data source: EUROSTAT
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Principal activity characteristics of the Belgian population* 

2000 2005 2006

x 1,000 in % x 1,000 in % x 1,000 in %

Employed active persons 4,092.7 40.0% 4,235.4 40.4% 4,264.0 40.4%

ILO unemployed persons 308.5 3.0% 391.0 3.7% 383.2 3.6%

Children (up to 14) 1,804.8 17.6% 1,795.6 17.1% 1,796.5 17.0%

Inactive persons aged 15 to 64 2,343.9 22.9% 2,286.5 21.8% 2,324.9 22.0%

Inactive persons aged 65 and over 1,689.5 16.5% 1,768.5 16.9% 1,777.2 16.9%

2007 2008 2009

x 1.000 in % x 1.000 in % x 1.000 in %

Employed active persons 4,380.3 41.3% 4,445.9 41.5% 4,420.7 40.9%

ILO unemployed persons 353.0 3.3% 333.7 3.1% 379.6 3.5%

Children (up to 14) 1,782.0 16.8% 1,804.0 16.8% 1,819.2 16.9%

Inactive persons aged 15 to 64 2,307.2 21.7% 2,326.6 21.7% 2,356.8 21.8%

Inactive persons aged 65 and over 1,791.5 16.9% 1,797.4 16.8% 1,820.0 16.9%

* % of total population

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM

Employment rate Belgium

2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Belgium 60.5% 61.1% 61.0% 62.0% 62.4% 61.6%

Males 69.5% 68.3% 67.9% 68.7% 68.6% 67.2%

Females 51.5% 53.8% 54.0% 55.3% 56.2% 56.0%

Low level of education (a) N/A 40.4% 40.1% 40.5% 39.7% 38.6%

Medium level of education (b) N/A 65.5% 65.1% 65.9% 67.0% 65.4%

High level of education (c)  N/A 82.8% 82.4% 83.7% 83.0% 81.9%

	 (a) maximum lower secondary education							     
	 (b) upper secondary education	
	 (c) higher university or non-university education							     

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM



41
Key figures 2009

Total employment rate in percent
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Employment growth:  Annual percentage change in total employed population

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Luxembourg 5.6 2.9 3.6 4.4 4.7 0.9

2 Germany 1.9 -0.1 0.6 1.7 1.4 0.0

3 Belgium 2.0 1.4 1.2 1.6 1.9 -0.5

4 Malta : 1.5 1.3 3.2 2.5 -0.6

5 Cyprus 1.7 3.6 1.8 3.3 2.6 -0.7

Poland -1.6 2.2 (b) 3.2 4.4 3.8 -0.7

7 The Netherlands 2.2 0.5 1.7 2.6 1.4 -0.9

Austria 0.9 1.5 1.4 1.8 1.8 -0.9

9 Czech Republic -0.2 1.0 1.9 2.7 1.2 -1.2

Greece 0.5 0.9 (p) 2 (p) 1.4 (p) 0.1 (p) -1.2

11 France 2.7 0.6 1.0 1.4 0.6 -1.3

12 Italy 1.9 0.6 2.0 1.3 0.3 -1.7

European Union 1.5 0.9 1.6 1.8 0.9 -1.8

13 United Kingdom 1.3 1.3 0.7 0.7 0.1 -1.9

14 Sweden 2.5 0.3 1.7 2.2 0.9 -2.0

15 Slovenia 1.3 -0.2 1.5 3.0 2.8 -2.2

16 Slovakia -2.0 1.4 2.3 2.1 2.8 -2.4

17 Portugal 2.1 -0.3 0.5 0.0 0.4 -2.5

18 Bulgaria -2.4 2.7 3.3 2.8 3.3 -2.9

19 Finland 2.1 1.4 1.8 2.2 1.6 -3.0

20 Romania -0.8 -1.5 0.7 0.4 -0.2 -3.3

21 Denmark 0.5 1.0 2.1 2.9 1.4 -3.6

Hungary 12.0 -0.2 0.6 -0.3 -1.3 -3.6

23 Spain 5.1 4.1 3.9 3.0 -0.6 -6.7

24 Lithuania -4.0 2.5 1.8 2.8 -0.5 -6.9

25 Ireland 4.5 4.9 4.3 3.7 -1.1 -8.2

26 Estonia -1.5 2.0 5.4 0.7 0.2 -10.0

27 Latvia -3.2 1.6 4.9 3.6 0.9 -13.6

Data source: Eurostat

Explanatory note: The employed population consists of the self-employed persons and employees aged 15 and over.				  
The unemployed population consists of the unemployed according to the criteria of the International Labour Organization (ILO), i.e. the unemployed 
active population. It consists of the persons aged 15 and over who are unemployed, who are immediately available for the labour market and who are 
actively looking for a job.							     
The inactive population includes all persons, including those aged less than 15, who are not economically active: the persons who only look after their 
household or work as a volunteer, the students and the retired persons.						    
The employment rate is calculated by dividing the number of persons employed aged 15 to 64 by the total poplation of the same age class.
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	 Unsurprisingly, the unemployment rate increased in all European countries in 2009. Similar to the employment 
rate, the weight of unemployment strongly varies from one Member State to another. In spite of the increase of its 
unemployment rate, Belgium improves its situation compared to the European average because its labour market 
has held up well to the crisis.
However, further efforts are still needed with regard to the unemployment of the under 25s. The new entrants to the 
labour market are encountering more and more difficulties to find a job. With a European average of about 20% in 
2009, the youth unemployment rate increased significantly. 							     
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Total unemployment rate in percent

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 The Netherlands 2.8 4.7 3.9 3.2 2.8 3.4

2 Austria 3.6 5.2 4.8 4.4 3.8 4.8

3 Cyprus 4.9 5.3 4.6 4.0 3.6 5.3

4 Luxembourg 2.2 4.6 4.6 4.2 4.9 5.4

5 Slovenia 6.7 6.5 6.0 4.9 4.4 5.9

6 Denmark 4.3 4.8 3.9 3.8 3.3 6.0

7 Czech Republic 8.7 7.9 7.2 5.3 4.4 6.7

8 Bulgaria 16.4 10.1 9.0 6.9 5.6 6.8

9 Malta 6.7 7.2 7.1 6.4 5.9 6.9

Romania 7.3 7.2 7.3 6.4 5.8 6.9

11 Germany 7.5 10.7 9.8 8.4 7.3 7.5

12 United Kingdom 5.4 4.8 5.4 5.3 5.6 7.6

13 Italy 10.1 7.7 6.8 6.1 6.7 7.8

14 Belgium 6.9 8.5 8.3 7.5 7.0 7.9

15 Poland 16.1 17.8 13.9 9.6 7.1 8.2

Finland 9.8 8.4 7.7 6.9 6.4 8.2

17 Sweden 5.6 7.6 7.0 6.1 6.2 8.3

European Union 8.7 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.0 8.9

18 Greece 11.2 9.9 8.9 8.3 7.7 9.5

France 9.0 9.3 9.2 8.4 7.8 9.5

20 Portugal 4.0 7.7 7.8 8.1 7.7 9.6

21 Hungary 6.4 7.2 7.5 7.4 7.8 10.0

22 Ireland 4.2 4.4 4.5 4.6 6.3 11.9

23 Slovakia 18.8 16.3 13.4 11.1 9.5 12.0

24 Lithuania 16.4 8.3 5.6 4.3 5.8 13.7

25 Estonia 13.6 7.9 5.9 4.7 5.5 13.8

26 Latvia 13.7 8.9 6.8 6.0 7.5 17.1

27 Spain 11.1 9.2 8.5 8.3 11.3 18.0

Data source: EUROSTAT
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Unemployment rate of the under-25s in percent 

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 The Netherlands 5.7 8.2 6.6 5.9 5.3 6.6

2 Austria 5.3 10.3 9.1 8.7 8.0 10.0

3 Germany 7.5 14.2 12.8 11.1 9.9 10.4

4 Denmark 6.2 8.6 7.7 7.9 7.6 11.2

5 Slovenia 16.3 15.9 13.9 10.1 10.4 13.6

6 Cyprus 10.1 13.0 10.5 10.1 8.8 13.8

7 Malta 13.7 16.2 16.5 13.8 11.9 14.3

8 Bulgaria 33.7 22.3 19.5 15.1 12.7 16.2

9 Czech Republic 17.8 19.2 17.5 10.7 9.9 16.6

10 Luxembourg 6.6 14.3 15.8 15.6 17.3 17.5

11 United Kingdom 12.2 12.8 14.0 14.3 15.0 19.1

European Union 17.3 18.3 17.1 15.3 15.4 19.6

12 Portugal 8.6 16.1 16.3 16.6 16.4 20.0

13 Poland 35.1 36.9 29.8 21.7 17.3 20.6

14 Romania 20.0 20.2 21.4 20.1 18.6 20.8

15 Finland 21.4 20.1 18.7 16.5 16.5 21.5

16 Belgium 16.7 21.5 20.5 18.8 18.0 21.9

17 France 19.6 21.1 22.1 19.6 19.1 23.3

18 Ireland 6.7 8.6 8.6 8.9 13.3 24.4

19 Sweden 10.5 22.5 21.5 19.1 20.0 25.0

20 Italy 27.0 23.9 21.7 20.3 21.2 25.3

21 Greece 29.1 26.0 25.2 22.9 22.1 25.8

22 Hungary 12.4 19.4 19.1 18.0 19.9 26.5

23 Slovakia 36.9 30.1 26.6 20.3 19.0 27.3

24 Estonia 24.4 15.9 12.0 10.0 12.0 27.5

25 Lithuania 30.6 15.7 9.8 8.2 13.4 29.2

26 Latvia 21.4 13.6 12.2 10.7 13.1 33.6

27 Spain 24.3 19.7 17.9 18.2 24.6 37.8

Data source: EUROSTAT
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	 More and more Europeans are working part-time: almost one worker out of five does not work full-time. Belgium 
does not depart from the rule and is even one of the European countries with the largest proportion of part-time 
workers. Job categories with a majority of female workers have the highest shares of part-time workers. However, 
the share of men working part-time is on the rise as well. The number of hours worked for full-time jobs does not 
vary greatly across countries. The situation is different for part-time work where it varies from less than 18 hours to 
about 26 hours per week on average. The pay gap between women and men greatly varies across countries, ranging 
from 2% in Malta to more than 30% additional wage for male workers in Estonia. Even though the gender pay gap is 
still present, Belgium distinguishes itself positively compared to the European average. Indeed, with a 9.1% gender 
pay gap the country lies significantly below the European average, which is 17.6%.	
The incidence rate of serious or fatal accidents at works declined in Europe between 2000 and 2006. Belgium also re-
duced the number of accidents more substantially than the European average, especially as far as serious accidents 
are concerned.										          		

													           

								      

								      
		
									       
							     
							     
 

C I Other aspects of the labour market

Gender pay gap - 2007 in unadjusted form
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Part-time employment 
(% of the total employment)

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2009

1 The Netherlands 41.5% 46.1% 48.3%

2 Sweden 19.5% 24.7 (b)% 27 (f)%

3 Germany 19.4% 24 (b)% 26.1 (f)%

United Kingdom 25.1% 25.2% 26.1%

5 Denmark 21.3% 22.1% 26.0%

6 Austria 16.3% 21.1% 24.6%

7 Belgium 18.9% 22.0% 23.4%

8 Ireland 16.4% 21.2 (p)%

European Union 16.2% 17.8% 18.8%

9 Luxembourg 10.4% 17.4% 18.2 (f)%

10 France 16.7% 17.2% 17.3%

11 Italy 8.4% 12.8% 14.3%

12 Finland 12.3% 13.7% 14.0%

13 Spain 7.9% 12.4 (b)% 12.8%

14 Portugal 10.9% 11.2% 11.6%

15 Malta 6.8% 9.6% 11.3%

16 Slovenia 6.5% 9.0% 10.6%

17 Estonia 8.1% 7.8% 10.5%

18 Romania 16.5% 10.2% 9.8%

19 Latvia 11.3% 8.3% 8.9 (f)%

20 Cyprus 8.4% 8.9% 8.4%

Poland 10.5% 10.8% 8.4 (f)%

22 Lithuania 10.2% 7.1% 8.3%

23 Greece 4.5% 5.0% 6.0%

24 Hungary 3.5% 4.1% 5.6%

25 Czech Republic 5.3% 4.9% 5.5%

26 Slovakia 2.1% 2.5% 3.6%

27 Bulgaria 2.1% 2.3%

Data source: EUROSTAT

Part-time employment 
(% of the total employment)* 
in Belgium by NACE section

NACE section 2000 2005 2009

Domestic services (Nace P) 59.7% 60.5% 76.9%

Health and social work (Nace N) 43.5% 48.0% 48.2%

Hotels and restaurants (Nace H) 46.0% 47.7% 43.2%

Other community, social and personal 
service activities (Nace O) 30.7% 29.1% 30.9%

Wholesale and retail trade; repair of 
motor vehicles and motorcycles 

(Nace G)
29.1% 31.8% 30.3%

Education (Nace M) 27.3% 25.8% 28.1%

Real estate, renting and business 
activities (Nace K) 18.7% 22.3% 25.3%

Financial intermediation (Nace J) 14.5% 21.6% 21.5%

Public administration (Nace L) 17.8% 18.8% 21.3%

Agriculture, hunting and forestry (Nace 
A) + Fisheries (Nace B) 25.6% 25.1% 18.3%

Transport, storage and communication 
(Nace I) 9.0% 13.5% 15.5%

Manufacturing (Nace D) 6.7% 11.4% 11.5%

Mining and quarrying (Nace C) 4.3% 7.4% 10.7%

Electricity, gas and water supply 
(Nace E) 4.3% 6.3% 9.2%

Construction (Nace F) 4.9% 5.6% 6.6%

Extra-territorial organizations and 
bodies (Nace Q) 7.4% 5.2% 4.6%

* Excluding ALE workers and occasional workers.			 

Sources: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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Hours worked per week in 2007 - annual average 

Full-time Part-time

Ranking Unit Time in hours/week Ranking Unit Time in hours/week

1 Austria 44.3 1 Romania 25.7

2 Greece 43.8 2 Sweden 24.8

3 United Kingdom 43.0 3 Hungary 23.7

4 Poland 42.9 4 Belgium 23.6

5 Czech Republic 42.8 5 France 23.4

6 Slovenia 42.5 6 Lithuania 22.7

7 Spain 42.0 7 Czech Republic 22.3

Latvia 42.0 8 Luxembourg 22.2

9 Bulgaria 41.9 9 Poland 21.9

European Union 41.8 Latvia 21.9

10 Cyprus 41.7 11 Slovakia 21.7

Germany 41.7 12 Italy 21.5

12 Portugal 41.6 13 Malta 21.4

Slovakia 41.6 14 Bulgaria 20.8

14 Malta 41.2 15 Estonia 20.8

Belgium 41.2 16 Greece 20.6

Estonia 41.2 17 Austria 20.3

17 Italy 41.1 18 Cyprus 20.2

18 Romania 41.0 European Union 20.0

France 41.0 19 Denmark 19.9

Sweden 41.0 Finland 19.9

21 Hungary 40.9 21 Portugal 19.5

The Netherlands 40.9 22 Slovenia 19.4

23 Denmark 40.4 23 The Netherlands 19.3

24 Finland 40.3 24 Spain 19.2

25 Ireland 40.2 25 Ireland 19.0

26 Lithuania 40.0 26 United Kingdom 18.8

27 Luxembourg 39.9 27 Germany 17.9

Data source: EUROSTAT

Explanatory note: The average number of hours corresponds to the number of hours the person normally works. This covers all hours including 
extra hours, either paid or unpaid, which the person normally works. It excludes the travel time between the home and the place of work as well as 
the main meal breaks.
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Gender pay gap - 2007 in unadjusted form   

Ranking Unit Gap in %

1 Malta 2.4%

2 Italy 5.1%

3 Poland 7.5%

4 Portugal 8.3%

Slovenia 8.3%

6 Belgium 9.1%

7 Bulgaria 12.4%

8 Luxembourg 12.5%

9 Romania 12.7%

10 Latvia 15.4%

11 Hungary 16.3%

12 France 16.9%

13 Ireland 17.1%

Spain 17.1%

European Union 17.6%

15 Denmark 17.7%

16 Sweden 17.9%

17 Lithuania 20.0%

Finland 20.0%

19 United Kingdom 21.1%

20 Greece 21.5%

21 Germany 23.0%

22 Cyprus 23.1%

23 Czech Republic 23.6%

24 The Netherlands 23.6%

Slovakia 23.6%

26 Austria 25.5%

27 Estonia 30.9%

Data source: EUROSTAT

Explanatory note: The unadjusted Gender Pay Gap (GPG) represents the difference between average gross hourly earnings of male paid employees 
and of female paid employees as a percentage of average gross hourly earnings of male paid employees. The population consists of all paid employees 
in enterprises with 10 employees or more.	
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Index of the number of accidents at work per 100 thousand persons in employment 
(1998=100) 

Serious accidents Fatal accidents

Ranking Unit 2000 2006 Ranking Unit 2000 2006

1 Greece 88 55 1 Luxembourg 149 37

2 Bulgaria 100 (b) 58 2 France 85 50 (p)

3 Belgium 82 (b) 60 3 Estonia 56 57

4 Slovakia 87 64 4 Italy 66 58

5 Germany 96 66 Malta 38 58

6 Italy 99 69 6 Finland 88 63

7 Slovenia 98 70 7 Spain 85 64

8 Austria 92 72 8 Czech Republic 96 67

9 Hungary 93 74 9 Hungary 93 68

10 United Kingdom 106 75 Portugal 104 68

11 Portugal 88 76 11 Slovakia 68 76

European Union 100 76 12 Latvia 90 79

12 Czech Republic 91 78 The Netherlands 106 79

Luxembourg 104 78 14 Belgium 100 81

14 France 102 82 European Union 100 81

Sweden 111 82 United Kingdom 106 81

16 Denmark 89 84 16 Austria 100 82

17 Spain 108 85 Poland 96 82

Malta 77 85 18 Ireland : 83

19 Cyprus 112 86 19 Denmark 61 87 (p)

20 Poland 85 88 20 Romania 103 92

Finland 89 88 21 Germany 95 95

22 Latvia 65 91 22 Greece 73 103

23 Romania 106 94 23 Bulgaria 100 (b) 106

24 The Netherlands 105 100 (2005) 24 Cyprus 46 107

25 Lithuania 94 101 25 Sweden 85 115

26 Ireland : 107 26 Lithuania 75 117

27 Estonia 105 120 27 Slovenia 102 149

 Data source: EUROSTAT

Explanatory note: The index shows the evolution of the incidence rate of serious accidents at work in comparison to 1998 (= 100).  The incidence rate 
= (number of accidents at work with more than 3 days’ absence that occurred during the year/number of persons in employment in the reference 
population) x 100 000.
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	 In the European Union, the income quintile share ratio amounts to 5. This means that if the income perceived by 
the poorest 20% of the population is equal to 100, that of the richest 20% of the population amounts to 500. Even if 
this ratio is 4.1 in Belgium, the income gap between poor and rich is quite high. 
Moreover, 17% of the Europeans live below the poverty threshold and the risk of poverty tends to increase over time. 
Even though this proportion also increases in Belgium, 15% of the inhabitants live below this threshold, which is 
under the European average. The Belgian figures show (just like in other Member States) that the risk of poverty 
depends, among others, on age, situation on the labour market and level of education.
In Belgium, the share of the household budget spent on the various expenditure categories has changed over time. 
Between the late ‘70s and 2008, the Belgians spent a smaller share of their budget to food and clothing but a larger 
share to transport, communication and leisure activities. 	 						    
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Inequality of income distribution - Income quintile share ratio

Ranking Unit 2008

1 Czech Republic 3.4

Slovenia 3.4

Slovakia 3.4

4 Sweden 3.5

5 Denmark 3.6

Hungary 3.6

7 Austria 3.7

8 Finland 3.8

9 Malta 4.0

The Netherlands 4.0

11 Belgium 4.1

Cyprus 4.1

Luxembourg 4.1

14 France 4.2

15 Ireland 4.5

16 Germany 4.8

European Union 5.0

17 Estonia 5.0

18 Italy 5.1

Poland 5.1

20 Spain 5.4

United Kingdom 5.6

22 Greece 5.9

Lithuania 5.9

24 Portugal 6.1

25 Bulgaria 6.5

26 Romania 7.0

27 Latvia 7.3

Data source: EUROSTAT

Explanatory note: The ratio of total income received by the 20 % of the population with the highest income (top quintile) to that received by 
the 20 % of the population with the lowest income (lowest quintile).  Income must be understood as equivalised disposable income.	
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At-risk-of-poverty rate after social transfers in %

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Czech Republic : 10 (b) 10 10 9

2 The Netherlands 11 (p) 11(b) 10 10 11

Slovakia : 13 (b) 12 11 11

4 Denmark : 12 12 12 12

Hungary 11 13 16 12 12

Austria 12 12 13 12 12

Slovenia 11 12 (b) 12 12 12

Sweden : 9 12 11 12

9 France 16 13 13 13 13

Luxembourg 12 14 14 14 13

11 Finland 11 12 13 13 14

12 Belgium 13 15 15 15 15

Germany 10 12 (b) 13 15 15

Malta 15 14 14 14 15

15 Ireland 20 20 18 17 16

Cyprus : 16 16 16 16

European Union : 16 (s) 16 (s) 17 17

Poland 16 21 (b) 19 17 17

18 Portugal 21 19 18 18 18

19 Estonia 18 18 18 19 19

Italy 18 19 20 20 19

United Kingdom 19 (b) 19 (b) 19 19 19

22 Greece 20 20 21 20 20

Spain 18 20 20 20 20

Lithuania 17 21 (b) 20 19 20

25 Bulgaria 14 14 18 (b) 22 21

26 Romania 17 18 19 25 (b) 23

27 Latvia 16 19 (b) 23 21 26

Data source: EUROSTAT			 

Explanatory note: The share of persons with an equivalised disposable income below the risk-of-poverty threshold, which is set at 60 % of the national 
median equivalised disposable income (after social transfers).	
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The percentage of the population below the poverty threshold* (2008)
Males Females Total

Total population 13.6 15.8 14.7

0-15 years 15.4 17.9 16.6

16-64 years 11.6 13.6 12.6

65 years old and over 20.2 22 21.3

Employed active persons 4.5 5.2 4.8

Inactive persons 24 23.4 23.7

Jobless 36.6 32.9 34.8

Retired 18.1 18.7 18.4

          Other inactive persons 25.3 24.6 24.8

Level of education: low : : 23

Level of education: medium : : 11.8

Level of education: high : : 6.7

* Poverty threshold (Belgium): person living alone: 10,788 euros, parents and households with double income: 22,654 euros, annual income.		
	
Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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Breakdown of the Belgian household expenditure

As a percentage of the total expenditure 1978/1979 (a) 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Food, drink, tobacco 22.2% 15.6% 15.7% 16.0% 15.6% 15.6%

Clothing, footwear 7.9% 4.9% 4.7% 4.5% 4.9% 4.3%

Gross rent and estimated rent of the 
owners 17.7% 20.8% 19.9% 19.1% 19.0% 18.7%

Heating, lighting, water 6.5% 5.3% 5.3% 5.9% 5.4% 5.7%

Furniture, household appliances 8.6% 6.6% 5.7% 6.1% 6.5% 6.2%

Health 3.3% 4.2% 4.7% 5.0% 4.7% 4.7%

Transport 10.1% 14.0% 12.8% 13.0% 13.2% 13.7%

Communication 1.1% 2.3% 2.9% 2.9% 2.8% 2.7%

Culture, education and recreation 7.3% 8.8% 8.7% 8.1% 8.3% 8.1%

Hotels and restaurants 3.9% 5.0% 5.2% 5.3% 5.2% 5.1%

Travel 3.9% 3.0% 3.1% 3.4% 4.0% 4.6%

Financial services, insurance 3.7% 4.7% 4.8% 5.3% 4.9% 5.1%

Other 4.0% 4.8% 6.5% 5.4% 5.5% 5.5%

	 (a) from June in year X to May in year X + 1

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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Breakdown of the household expenditure 2008
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	 In nearly 20 years, the level of education of the Belgian population has improved significantly. In 2009, graduates from higher 

education accounted for 26% of the Belgian population aged 15 and over against only 14% in 1990. 

Belgium has fewer pupils leaving school early than the European average. The country has now one of the largest shares of gra-

duates from higher education in the European Union. Like everywhere in Europe, there are more female graduates from higher 

education than male graduates.

Moreover, the adults intensively continue their education since 40 % of people aged 25-64 followed trainings in 2007, which lies 

above the European average.
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Level of education in Belgium of the population aged 15 and over 
- in absolute and relative figures 

Level of education 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 in % 1990 in % 2009

Total (population 
aged 15 and over) 8,276,469 8,434,300 8,680,488 8,749,261 8,831,933 8,903,577 8,977,076 100.0% 100.0%

Low (maximum 
lower secondary 

education)
5,396,457 4,173,653 3,817,954 3,764,306 3,704,606 3,626,823 3,536,079 65.2% 39.4%

Medium (upper 
secondary edu-

cation)
1,741,570 2,524,524 2,811,446 2,850,706 2,950,254 3,047,147 3,105,042 21.0% 34.6%

High (higher 
university or 

non-university 
education)

1,138,442 1,736,123 2,052,038 2,134,559 2,177,074 2,229,607 2,335,956 13.8% 26.0%

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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Early school leavers - Percentage of the population aged 18-24 
with at most lower secondary education and not in further 

education or training

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Poland : 5.3 5.4 5.0 5.0

2 Slovenia : 4.9 (u) 5.6 4.1 (u) 5.1

3 Czech Republic : 6.2 5.1 5.2 5.6

4 Slovakia : 6.3 6.6 6.5 6.0

5 Lithuania 16.5 8.1 8.2 7.4 7.4

6 Finland 9.0 10.3 9.7 9.1 9.8

7 Austria 10.2 9.1 9.8 10.7 10.1

8 Sweden 7.3 10.8 (b) 12.4 (p) 11.4 (p) 11.1

9 Ireland : 12.5 12.1 11.6 11.3

10 The Netherlands 15.4 13.5 12.6 11.7 11.4

11 Denmark 11.7 8.7 9.1 12.5 (b) 11.5

12 Hungary 13.9 12.5 12.6 11.4 11.7

13 Germany 14.6 13.5 (b) 13.6 12.5 11.8

France 13.3 12.2 12.4 12.6 11.8

15 Belgium 13.8 12.9 12.6 12.1 12.0

16 Luxembourg 16.8 13.3 14.0 12.5 13.4

17 Cyprus 18.5 18.2 (b) 14.9 12.5 13.7

18 Estonia 15.1 13.4 13.5 14.4 14.0

19 Bulgaria : 20.4 17.3 14.9 14.8

Greece 18.2 13.6 15.5 14.6 14.8

European Union 17.6 (e) 15.8 15.5 15.1 14.9

21 Latvia : 14.4 14.8 15.1 15.5 (p)

22 Romania 22.9 19.6 17.9 17.3 15.9

23 United Kingdom 18.2 11.6 11.3 16.6 (b) 17 (u)

24 Italy 25.1 22.0 20.6 19.7 19.7

25 Spain 29.1 30.8 (b) 30.5 31.0 31.9

26 Portugal 43.6 (p) 38.8 (p) 39.1 (p) 36.9 (p) 35.4 (p)

27 Malta 54.2 38.9 39.9 38.3 39.0

Data source: EUROSTAT 
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Graduates from higher education aged 20-29 years* 

Unit 2000 2005 2007

Lithuania 46.7 64.7 63.7

Belgium : 45.0 61.4

Denmark 40.1 54.7 58.8

United Kingdom 45.5 56.1 55.5

Poland : 48.5 52.2

Estonia : : 45.0

Portugal 23.8 34.2 43.5

Romania 16.9 36.2 43.3

Finland 37.5 39.5 42.2

The Netherlands 31.1 44.5 41.3

Slovakia 20.3 32.5 38.1

Italy 16.1 35.0 37.3

Malta : : 36.2

Bulgaria 31.9 34.1 35.3

Slovenia 25.2 32.6 35.0

Czech Republic 16.0 23.5 34.7

Spain 32.2 37.8 34.1

Greece : 33.5 33.9

Sweden 23.9 31.0 32.0

Hungary 27.3 32.8 30.4

Cyprus 19.7 25.6 29.3

Austria 12.1 18.9 26.3

Germany 15.4 19.6 22.8

Latvia : : 5.8

* per 1000 of the population of corresponding age 

Data source: EUROSTAT 
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Female graduates from higher education 
per 100 men

Unit 2000 2005 2007

European Union 130.8 142.8 145.0

Austria 90.3 106.8 110.3

France 126.1 126.9 122.6

The Netherlands 118.1 129.7 129.8

Ireland 122.6 125.5 130.3

Germany 101.4 112.7 130.7

Czech Republic 124.7 130.0 133.0

Malta 108.4 154.0 134.5

Denmark 128.9 143.6 134.6

United Kingdom 121.8 138.4 138.7

Belgium 126.6 140.4 138.8

Spain 134.3 138.1 140.3

Cyprus 187.0 156.3 143.6

Greece : 159.6 146.9

Romania 110.5 133.3 148.4

Italy 126.6 142.6 149.4

Bulgaria 181.2 143.2 149.6

Portugal 190.8 187.5 159.2

Slovakia 121.8 133.0 161.4

Slovenia 133.4 161.5 161.6

Finland 161.1 164.8 171.4

Sweden 140.1 172.7 175.3

Poland 184.7 193.4 187.2

Hungary 123.6 181.4 198.3

Lithuania 167.7 197.7 200.0

Estonia 192.5 235.4 221.5

Latvia 173.3 239.4 255.7
	

Data source: EUROSTAT

Adult participation rate in 
lifelong learning *

Unit 2007

Sweden 73.4

Finland 55.0

United Kingdom 49.3

Germany 45.4

The Netherlands 44.6

Denmark 44.5

Slovakia 44.0

Estonia 42.1

Austria 41.9

Cyprus 40.6

Slovenia 40.6

Belgium 40.5

Czech Republic 37.6

Bulgaria 36.4

European Union 36.1

France 35.1

Lithuania 33.9

Latvia 32.7

Spain 30.9

Portugal 26.4

Italy 22.2

Poland 21.8

Greece 14.5

Hungary 9.0

* in percentage of the population aged 25-64

Data source: EUROSTAT
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	 The Europeans are becoming more and more connected. In 2009, about 2/3 of the households had internet access at home. 

These connections are becoming faster and faster because of the growing number of broadband connections.  In Belgium, not less 

than 71% of the households have a computer and 67% are connected to the Internet. 70% of Belgians aged 16 to 74 are regularly 

connected to the internet against 60% in the whole European Union. 

Nowadays, the connection to the Internet appears to be essential for enterprises since almost all enterprises in the European 

Union use IT-tools and are connected to the Internet. It should be noticed that the faster connections cover the majority of this 

market.  Indeed, 83% of the European enterprises have a broadband connection. Finally, the number of « .be » domains multiplied 

by 40 within ten years (between late 1999 and late 2009) and nearly reaches one million names. This demonstrates that society is 

more and more interested in the medium of the Internet.								      
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Percentage of households who have Internet access at home (in %)

Ranking Unit 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 The Netherlands 78 80 83 86 90

2 Luxembourg 65 70 75 80 87

3 Sweden 73 77 79 84 86

4 Denmark 75 79 78 82 83

5 Germany 62 67 71 75 79

6 Finland 54 65 69 72 78

7 United Kingdom 60 63 67 71 77

8 Austria 47 52 60 69 70

9 Belgium 50 54 60 64 67

Ireland 47 50 57 63 67

European Union 48 49 54 60 65

11 Malta 41 53 54 59 64

Slovenia 48 54 58 59 64

13 Estonia 39 46 53 58 63

France : 41 49 62 63

15 Slovakia 23 27 46 58 62

16 Lithuania 16 35 44 51 60

17 Poland 30 36 41 48 59

18 Latvia 31 42 51 53 58

19 Hungary 22 32 38 48 55

20 Czech Republic 19 29 35 46 54

Spain 36 39 45 51 54

22 Italy 39 40 43 47 53

Cyprus 32 37 39 43 53

24 Portugal 31 35 40 46 48

25 Greece 22 23 25 31 38

Romania : 14 22 30 38

27 Bulgaria : 17 19 25 30

Data source: Eurostat 
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Number of broadband access lines per 100 inhabitants

Ranking Unit 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 The Netherlands 22.4 29.0 33.1 35.8 37.7

2 Denmark 22.0 29.6 37.2 37.4 37.2

3 Sweden 17.1 22.9 28.3 32.5 32.5

4 Luxembourg 11.7 17.4 24.6 27.3 31.2

5 Finland 18.7 24.9 28.8 30.7 30.5

6 Germany 10.2 15.3 21.1 26.3 29.4

7 France 13.9 18.0 22.3 26.2 29.2

8 United Kingdom 13.5 19.2 23.8 27.5 28.8

9 Belgium 17.4 20.7 23.9 26.6 28.3

10 Estonia 11.1 16.6 20.0 23.6 26.3

11 Malta 10.4 12.8 13.9 20.5 26.2

European Union : : 18.2 21.7 23.9

12 Slovenia 7.8 11.4 15.3 19.1 22.1

13 Austria 11.6 15.8 18.4 20.8 21.8

14 Ireland 4.4 8.8 15.5 19.5 21.3

15 Cyprus 2.7 6.6 11.1 16.0 20.9

16 Spain 10.0 13.2 16.8 19.8 20.7

17 Italy 9.5 13.1 15.9 18.1 19.8

18 Lithuania 5.0 8.4 12.7 16.1 18.2

19 Czech Republic 4.3 8.4 12.2 15.8 17.8

20 Portugal 10.1 12.9 14.8 15.8 17.6

21 Latvia 3.7 6.8 11.6 16.3 17.5

22 Hungary 4.5 7.5 11.6 15.7 17.2

23 Greece 0.8 2.7 6.8 11.2 15.6

24 Slovakia 1.5 4.0 6.9 9.6 14.3

25 Poland 1.9 3.9 6.8 9.6 12.8

26 Romania : : 6.6 10.7 12.3

27 Bulgaria : : 5.7 9.5 11.9

Data source:  Eurostat 
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Percentage of individuals aged 16 to 74 regularly using the Internet

Ranking Unit 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 The Netherlands 74 76 81 83 86

Sweden 76 80 75 83 86

3 Luxembourg 63 65 72 77 83

4 Denmark 73 78 76 80 82

5 Finland 62 71 75 78 79

6 United Kingdom 54 57 65 70 76

7 Germany 54 59 64 68 71

8 Belgium 53 58 63 66 70

9 Estonia 54 56 59 62 67

Austria 49 55 61 66 67

11 Slovakia 43 43 51 62 66

12 France : 39 57 63 65

13 Latvia 36 46 52 57 61

14 Ireland 31 44 51 57 60

European Union 43 45 51 56 60

15 Slovenia 40 47 49 52 58

16 Hungary 34 42 49 56 57

17 Lithuania 30 38 45 50 55

Malta 34 36 43 46 55

19 Czech Republic 26 36 42 51 54

Spain 35 39 44 49 54

21 Poland 29 34 39 44 52

22 Cyprus 26 29 35 35 45

23 Italy 28 31 34 37 42

Portugal 28 31 35 38 42

25 Bulgaria : 22 28 33 40

26 Greece 18 23 28 33 38

27 Romania : 18 22 26 31

Data source:  Eurostat 
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Number of .be domains (1999-2009)

1999 2000 2005* 2006* 2007 2008 2009

New registrations 10,341 67,079 594,450 372,203 193,648 222,915 174,524

Registrations at the end of the year 23,397 89,718 873,362 796,071 736,498 859,474 977,998

* A publicity campaign of DNS Belgium resulted in a temporary increase in 2005 and 2006.	

Data source: DNS Belgium 
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Percentage of enterprises that have Internet access * 

Ranking Unit 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Finland 98 99 99 99 100

2 Denmark 97 98 97 98 98

Germany 94 95 95 95 98

Austria 95 98 97 97 98

Slovakia 92 93 98 96 98

6 Belgium 95 95 97 97 97

France : 94 96 95 97

Luxembourg 92 93 94 96 97

9 Czech Republic 92 95 95 95 96

Spain 90 93 94 95 96

The Netherlands 91 97 99 99 96

Slovenia 96 96 96 97 96

13 Estonia 90 92 94 96 95

Ireland 92 94 95 96 95

Italy 92 93 94 94 95

Lithuania 86 88 89 94 95

Malta 90 90 95 92 95

Portugal 81 83 90 92 95

Sweden 96 96 95 96 95

United Kingdom 90 93 93 93 95

European Union 91 92 93 93 94

21 Greece 92 94 93 93 92

Cyprus 85 86 88 89 92

23 Poland 87 89 92 93 91

24 Latvia 75 80 86 88 88

Hungary 78 80 86 86 88

26 Bulgaria 63 75 75 83 84

27 Romania : 57 67 67 73

 * Enterprises with 10 or more employed persons, excluding the financial sector			 

Data source: EUROSTAT
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Enterprises having a broadband connection (in %)*

Ranking Unit 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1 Spain 76 87 90 92 94

Finland 81 89 91 92 94

3 France : 86 89 92 93

Malta 78 83 89 89 93

5 Belgium 78 84 86 91 89

Germany 62 73 80 84 89

Luxembourg 64 76 81 87 89

Sweden 83 89 87 89 89

9 United Kingdom 65 77 78 87 88

10 Cyprus 40 55 69 79 87

The Netherlands 71 82 87 86 87

12 Estonia 67 76 78 88 86

13 Portugal 63 66 76 81 85

Slovenia 74 75 79 84 85

15 Greece 44 58 72 74 84

Italy 57 70 76 81 84

European Union 62 73 77 81 83

17 Denmark 82 83 80 80 80

Ireland 48 61 68 83 80

19 Czech Republic 52 69 77 79 78

Slovakia 48 61 76 79 78

21 Austria 61 69 72 76 77

22 Hungary 48 61 70 72 76

23 Bulgaria 32 57 61 62 70

24 Latvia 48 59 57 62 62

25 Lithuania 57 57 53 56 58

26 Poland 43 46 53 59 58

27 Romania : 31 37 44 41

* Enterprises with 10 or more employed persons, excluding the financial sector			 

Data source: EUROSTAT	
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	 In 2009, in spite of the crisis in the car industry in Europe and the important decline of new vehicle registrations, 
the car population further increased in Belgium. In 1977, there was one car per 3.55 inhabitants. We are now heading 
towards one car per two inhabitants, which shows how the number of cars is growing.
Mid-2009, about 6.5 million vehicles were on the road. Most of them (more than 5 million) were passenger cars, i.e. 
about one car per Belgian aged between 20 and 64! 
This situation is not unique in Europe since the Belgian motorisation rate is not much higher than the European 
average. The Europeans are not yet willing to dump their cars!
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Motor-vehicle population (1977-2009)

On 1 August + evolution 1977 1987 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Growth 
2009/2008

Motor-vehicle population 
on 1 August (including 

motorcycles)
3,315,071 4,158,127 5,735,034 6,158,742 6,251,428 6,362,161 6,482,033 6,574,789 1.4%

Passenger cars 2,773,344 3,497,818 4,678,376 4,918,544 4,976,286 5,048,723 5,130,578 5,192,566 1.2%

Buses and coaches 19,517 15,060 14,722 15,391 15,329 15,479 15,992 16,061 0.4%

Motor vehicles for the 
transport of goods (a)

236,421 556,397 502,979 604,437 623,250 642,687 662,780 676,644 2.1%

Tractors (b) 34,682 47,102 45,452 47,646 47,164 48,060 49,109 47,418 -3.4%

Agricultural tractors 114,517 164,090 162,123 168,284 170,613 172,818 174,709 176,522 1.0%

Special motor vehicles (d) 32,489 57,432 53,544 58,147 59,022 59,651 60,585 61,638 1.7%

Motorcycles (c) 104,101 319,480 277,838 346,293 359,764 374,743 388,280 403,940 4.0%

Inhabitants per passenger 
car on 1 August 3.55 2.15 2.19 2.12 2.11 2.10 2.08 : :

	 (a) Trucks, vans, all-terrain vehicles, tank trucks. 	 						      		
	 (b) Road tractors are commercial motor vehicles to which semi-trailers (vehicle without front axle) are hitched. 		
	 (c) All motorcycles doing more than 40 km/h, i.e. all motorcycles and most mopeds. 			 
	 (d) The special vehicles are slow vehicles the dimensions or weight of which exceed the normally allowed maximum values to transport goods. 	
	 It should be known that the maximum permissible weight in Belgium should not exceed 44 tonnes. The vehicles of this category are 		
	 permitted to drive on the public highway only under very strict conditions. 	 						    
		
Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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Registrations of vehicles

1999 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Growth 
2009/1999

Growth 
2009/2008

Registration of 
new vehicles 604,823 588,452 587,764 633,570 644,313 652,590 571,001 -5.6% -12.5%

Passenger cars 504,203 489,262 484,317 530,296 529,025 540,542 479,920 -4.8% -11.2%

Buses and 
coaches 971 911 856 914 1,093 1,207 984 1.3% -18.5%

Motor vehicles 
for the transport 

of goods (a)
63,429 63,859 68,052 66,592 74,342 70,497 56,387 -11.1% -20.0%

Tractors (b) 5,795 5,200 5,945 4,730 6,232 6,331 3,268 -43.6% -48.4%

Agricultural 
tractors 2,886 4,102 3,617 3,748 3,478 3,901 2,914  1.0% -25.3%

Motorcycles (c) 27,539 25,118 24,977 27,290 30,143 30,112 27,528 0.0% -8.6%

Registration of 
second-hand 
vehicles (d)

778,870 775,518 756,547 796,695 754,414 742,926 775,397 -0.4% 4.4%

Passenger cars 699,374 678,731 658,161 696,606 662,496 653,109 681,766 -2.5% 4.4%

Buses and 
coaches 982 910 743 821 823 810 870  -11.4% 7.4%

Motor vehicles 
for the transport 

of goods (a)
68,633 84,497 86,314 86,618 79,467 77,426 81,492 18.7% 5.3%

Tractors (b) 4,298 4,412 4,085 4,573 3,750 3,288 3,351 -22.0% 1.9%

Agricultural 
tractors 5,583 6,968 7,244 8,077 7,878 8,293 7,918 41.8% -4.5%

	 (a) Trucks, vans, all-terrain vehicles, tank trucks.									      
	 (b) Road tractors are commercial motor vehicles to which semi-trailers (vehicle without front axle) are hitched.		
	 (c) All motorcycles doing more than 40 km/h, i.e. all motorcycles and most mopeds.					   
	 (d) Excluding motorcycles.							     

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM							     
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Registrations of vehicles

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

900,000

1999 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

new vehicles second-hand vehicles



76
Key figures 2009

Motorisation rate: passenger cars per 1,000 inhabitants

Ranking Unit 1995 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

1 Luxembourg 563 622 632 641 645 650 649 656

2 Italy 533 572 583 588 593 581 590 597

3 Germany 494 532 538 541 546 550 559 566

4 Malta 487 483 495 508 523 524 525 535

5 Austria 452 511 519 492 498 501 503 507

6 France 422 460 467 472 475 475 478 489

7 Slovenia 351 437 444 458 446 456 479 488

8 Cyprus 335 384 397 403 415 447 463 479

9 Finland 372 412 416 422 436 448 462 475

10 United 
Kingdom 378 425 435 445 451 462 469 471

11 Belgium 421 456 460 462 464 467 468 470

Lithuania 199 336 326 341 365 384 428 470

European 
Union 374 422 431 438 443 446 457 466

13 Spain 360 431 443 450 441 434 463 464

14 Sweden 411 450 451 452 454 456 459 461

15 The Nether-
lands 366 409 417 423 425 429 434 442

16 Estonia 269 339 299 295 321 350 367 413

17 Ireland 274 344 355 365 374 385 395 412

18 Greece 207 292 312 331 348 357 387 407

19 Portugal 260 350 363 373 379 389 397 405

20 Czech 
Republic 295 335 346 357 363 373 386 399

21 Denmark 320 347 349 351 351 354 362 371

22 Latvia 134 236 250 266 280 297 324 360

23 Poland 195 261 275 289 294 314 323 351

24 Bulgaria 196 245 264 277 296 314 329 328

25 Hungary 218 232 244 259 274 280 287 293

26 Slovakia 189 237 240 247 252 222 242 247

27 Romania 97 124 132 137 142 149 156 167

Data source: EUROSTAT									       
Explanatory note: This indicator is defined as the number of passenger cars per 1 000 inhabitants. A passenger car is a road motor vehicle, other than 
a motorcycle, intended for the carriage of passengers and designed to seat no more than nine persons (including the driver). The term «passenger 
car» therefore covers microcars (need no permit to be driven), taxis and hired passenger cars, provided that they have fewer than 10 seats. This cate-
gory may also include pick-ups.							     
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Motorisation rate
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	 Located in the heart of Europe, Belgium is a strategically important country for freight transport. The kingdom is 
indeed a transit country par excellence and the infrastructure networks (roads, railways, waterways) are extremely 
dense. 
Moreover, in terms of tonnage, the Port of Antwerp is the second European port (behind Rotterdam) for maritime 
transport. The river port of Liège comes in third position (after Duisburg and Paris). In the Union, the dominating 
mode of transport is the lorry. Road transport is also the main mode of transport in Belgium but the distribution is 
somewhat more balanced and leaves more place for inland navigation and railways, which have become more and 
more important to the detriment of road transport in the last years.	 					   
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Modal split of freight transport:  road 
(% of total freight transport by land in tonnes - kilometres)

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Latvia 27 30 39 42 39

2 Lithuania 47 56 58 59 42

3 Estonia 37 35 35 43 55

4 Austria 65 64 63 61 59

5 The Netherlands 63 64 63 59 60

6 Sweden 64 64 64 64 65

7 Germany 65 66 66 66 66

8 Bulgaria 52 71 69 70 67

9 Belgium 77 72 71 70 69

10 Romania 43 67 71 71 70

11 Finland 76 77 73 74 73

12 Slovakia 53 (b) 70 69 72 74

13 Hungary 68 (b) 69 72 75 75

14 Poland 57 69 70 74 76

European Union 74 (s) 76 (s) 76 (s) 76 (s) 76 (s)

15 Czech Republic 68 74 76 75 77

16 France 76 81 81 81 81

17 Slovenia 72 (e) 77 78 79 82

18 Italy 89 90 (s) 89 (s) 88 (s) 88 (s)

19 United Kingdom 90 88 (s) 86 (s) 87 (s) 89 (s)

20 Denmark 92 92 92 92 91

21 Portugal 93 95 95 95 94

Luxembourg 88 92 92 94 94

23 Spain 93 95 95 96 96

24 Greece : 98 98 97 97

25 Ireland 96 98 99 99 99

26 Cyprus 100 100 100 100 100

27 Malta 100 100 100 100 100
				  

Data source: EUROSTAT	 											         
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Modal split of freight transport:  inland waterways
(% of total freight transport by land in tonnes - kilometres)

Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

The Netherlands 33 32 32 35 35

Belgium 11 14 15 15 16

Bulgaria 3 4 4 5 13

Germany 16 14 13 12 12

Romania 8 11 10 10 11

European Union 7 (s) 6 (s) 6 (s) 6 (s) 6 (s)

Hungary 3 (b) 6 5 5 5

Austria 5 3 3 4 4

France 3 4 3 3 4

Luxembourg 4 4 4 3 3

Slovakia 5 (b) 0 0 3 3

Finland 0 0 0 0 0

Lithuania 0 0 0 0 0

Poland 1 0 0 0 0

Latvia 0 0 0 0 0

Czech Republic 0 0 0 0 :

Denmark :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :

Estonia 0 0 0 0 :

Ireland :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :

Greece :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :

Spain :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :

Italy 0  (e) 0 (e) 0 (e) 0 (e) :

Cyprus :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :

Malta :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :

Portugal :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :

Slovenia :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :

Sweden :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :  (-) :

United Kingdom 0 0 0 0 :

Data source: EUROSTAT									       
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Modal split of freight transport:  railway
(% of total freight transport by land in tonnes - kilometres)

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Latvia 74 70 61 58 61

2 Lithuania 53 44 42 42 58

3 Estonia 63 65 65 57 45

4 Austria 31 33 34 35 37

5 Sweden 36 36 36 36 35

6 Finland 24 23 27 26 27

7 Poland 42 31 29 26 24

8 Slovakia 42 (b) 30 31 26 23

9 Czech Republic 32 26 24 25 23

10 Germany 19 20 21 22 22

11 Hungary 29 (b) 25 24 21 21

Bulgaria 45 25 27 25 21

13 Romania 49 22 19 19 19

European Union 20 (s) 18 (s) 18 (s) 18 (s) 18 (s)

14 Slovenia 28 (e) 23 22 21 18

15 France 21 16 16 16 16

16 Belgium 12 13 14 15 15

17 Italy 11 10 (s) 11 (s) 12 (s) 12 (s)

United Kingdom 10 12 (s) 14 (s) 13 (s) 12 (s)

19 Denmark 8 8 8 8 9

20 Portugal 8 5 5 5 6

21 The Netherlands 4 4 5 6 5

22 Spain 7 5 5 4 4

23 Greece : 3 2 3 3

Luxembourg 8 4 5 3 3

25 Ireland 4 2 1 1 1

- Cyprus : (-) : (-) : (-) : (-) :

- Malta : (-) : (-) : (-) : (-) :

Data source: EUROSTAT
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Transport of goods:  road, railway, waterways and air

Unit 2008 2008/2007

Road (a) 1 000 tonnes 317,599 -9.8%

Million tonnes-kilometres 38,355 -8.9%

Railway (b) Number of taxed tonnes (1 000 tonnes) 57,328 1.1%

Million of taxed tonnes-km 7,782 0.9%

Inland navigation Total traffic in million tonnes 130,350 -3.2%

Sea navigation Incoming sea-going ships 30,776 -2.1%

Outgoing sea-going ships 29,641 -2.3%

Loaded goods (1 000 tonnes) 103,735 +1.3%

Unloaded goods (1 000 tonnes) 140,276 +4.4%

Air transport (c) Tonnes on arrival 627,698 -9.5%

Tonnes on departure 623,119 -7.6%

	

	 (a) Transport of goods (on the Belgian territory and abroad) carried out by vehicles registered in Belgium and with a payload of at least 	
	 one tonne.											           	
	 (b) Does not include military transport and service rail transport.							     
	 (c) Freight + post.											         

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM										        

Air transport of passengers in the airports

2005 2006 2007 2008

All airports (a) 18,603,231 19,479,684 21,048,524 22,269,280

Zaventem (Brussels Airport) 16,179,733 16,707,892 17,876,618 18,515,730

Oostende (Ostend-Bruges) 126,144 146,355 180,063 199,958

Charleroi (Brussels South) 1,873,349 2,166,360 2,459,129 2,950,405

Antwerp-Deurne 142,737 147,849 174,858 176,971

Liège-Bierset 281,268 311,228 357,856 426,216

	 (a) Excluding transit (the passengers continue their travel to another destination in the same airplane) or transfer (the passengers 
	 continue their travel to another destination in another airplane)	 						    

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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Modal split of freight transport
European Union 2008
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	 In spite of the continuous increase of the car population, the number of accidents in Belgium has been stable for 
many years and is around 50,000 units.  
The number of casualties, and especially of deaths, has substantially declined. After the peak of 1973 and 1,866 
deaths, the number of deaths symbolically dropped below 1,000 in 2008 when 944 persons were killed. 
However, this figure remains very high compared to the European average. But it is worth noting that the number of 
deaths per million inhabitants in Belgium decreased faster than the European average between 2000 and 2007: -30% 
against -26%. 												          
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People killed in road accidents: number of deaths per million inhabitants

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007

1 Malta 39 42 27 29

2 The Netherlands 68 46 45 43

3 United Kingdom 61 56 55 50

4 Sweden 67 49 49 52

5 Germany 91 65 62 60

6 Finland 77 72 64 72

7 France 137 85 75 73

8 Denmark 93 61 56 75

9 Ireland 111 97 87 78

10 Austria 122 94 88 83

European Union 116 92 87 86

11 Spain 144 103 94 86

12 Italy 117 100 96 87

13 Luxembourg 175 101 77 90

14 Portugal 184 118 92 92

15 Belgium 144 104 102 101

16 Cyprus 161 136 112 114

17 Slovakia 116 104 107 116

18 Czech Republic 145 126 104 119

19 Hungary 117 127 129 122

20 Romania 114 114 115 130

21 Bulgaria 126 123 135 131

22 Greece 187 150 149 141

23 Slovenia 157 129 131 145

24 Estonia 149 126 152 146

Poland 163 143 137 146

26 Latvia 267 192 177 184

27 Lithuania 183 226 223 218

Data source: EUROSTAT
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People killed in road accidents: number of deaths in absolute figures

Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007

European Union 56,047 45,131 42,952 42,854

Belgium 1,470 1,089 1,075 1,071

Bulgaria 1,012 957 1,043 1,006

Czech Republic 1,486 1,286 1,063 1,221

Denmark 498 331 306 406

Germany 7,503 5,361 5,091 4,949

Estonia 204 170 204 196

Ireland 418 400 365 338

Greece 2,037 1,658 1,657 1,580

Spain 5,777 4,442 4,104 3,823

France 8,079 5,318 4,709 4,620

Italy 6,649 5,818 5,669 5,131

Cyprus 111 102 86 89

Latvia 635 442 407 419

Lithuania 641 773 759 739

Luxembourg 76 46 36 43

Hungary 1,200 1,278 1,303 1,232

Malta 15 17 11 12

The Netherlands 1,082 750 730 709

Austria 976 768 730 691

Poland 6,294 5,444 5,243 5,583

Portugal 1,877 1,247 969 974

Romania 2,499 2,461 2,478 2,794

Slovenia 313 258 262 292

Slovakia 628 560 579 627

Finland 396 379 336 380

Sweden 591 440 445 471

United Kingdom 3,580 3,336 3,298 3,058

Data source: EUROSTAT
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Road accidents in Belgium 

2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

Number of accidents with casualties 49,064 49,313 49,181 49,815 48,827

Number of casualties 69,430 66,476 66,344 66,915 65,381

Dead* 1,470 1,089 1,075 1,071 944

Seriously injured 9,846 7,272 6,999 6,997 6,782

Slightly injured 57,588 58,114 58,270 58,847 57,654

Number of deaths according to the kind of user

Users of cars 922 624 594 550 479

Users of motorcycles 118 125 131 139 108

Users of mopeds 66 30 36 36 42

Cyclists 134 71 91 90 86

Pedestrians 142 108 123 104 99

	 * People killed within 30 days from the day of the accident.

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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	 Whereas final energy consumption slightly increased in the European Union, it decreased by about 11% in 
Belgium between 2000 and 2007. Efforts to reduce the energy consumption are thus beginning to be successful. 
Over this period, the shares of the different energy sources remain relatively stable but the use of renewable and 
recycled fuels is on the rise. As far as green energy is concerned, Belgium is lagging somewhat behind but progress 
has been made. 
The residential and similar consumers (households, agriculture, trade and services) account for the major part 
of the consumption, followed by industry and finally transport. The industrial sector reduced most significantly its 
consumption followed by the residential and similar consumers. The transport energy consumption remains stable 
over the considered period.
														            
	 	

A I Energy
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Final energy consumption (1,000 tonnes oil equivalent)

Ranking Unit 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

European Union 1,114,360 (p) 1,140,322 (p) 1,126,807 (p) 1,159,718 (p) 1,173,009 (p) 1,172,258 (p) 1,175,579 (p) 1,157,654 (p)

1 Germany 218,098 223,940 219,240 222,305 220,725 217,308 221,627 210,294 (p)

2 France 152,471 158,275 153,828 157,676 159,703 159,175 157,713 154,036

3 United Kingdom 152,177 153,343 148,956 150,779 151,937 152,331 150,435 147,933

4 Italy 123,465 126,220 124,743 130,280 131,178 132,600 130,654 132,058

5 Spain 79,631 (p) 83,510 (p) 85,623 (p) 90,661 (p) 94,522 (p) 97,455 (p) 96,167 (p) 98,703 (p)

6 Poland 55,389 55,950 54,291 56,155 57,554 57,920 60,857 61,239

7 The Netherlands 50,174 50,909 50,736 51,583 52,520 51,639 50,830 51,326

8 Belgium 39,129 39,387 37,652 40,042 39,427 38,444 38,165 34,874

9 Sweden 34,452 33,375 33,513 33,576 33,624 33,740 33,218 33,455

10 Finland 24,175 24,136 25,092 25,630 26,093 25,238 26,754 26,579

11 Austria 23,184 24,548 25,188 26,519 26,559 27,251 27,359 26,537

12 Czech Republic 23,919 23,999 23,607 25,624 26,117 25,883 26,318 25,763

13 Romania 22,517 23,037 23,086 24,201 25,498 24,678 24,768 24,022

14 Greece 18,560 19,162 19,546 20,530 20,297 20,800 21,454 21,957

15 Portugal 17,694 18,113 18,389 18,393 20,177 18,723 18,544 18,813

16 Hungary 15,744 16,460 16,998 17,611 17,505 18,111 18,022 16,946

17 Denmark 14,638 15,025 14,743 15,076 15,309 15,432 15,620 15,711

18 Ireland 10,680 11,107 11,206 11,463 11,817 12,463 13,070 13,213

19 Slovakia 10,278 10,911 11,115 10,702 10,845 10,596 10,668 10,501

20 Bulgaria 8,595 8,629 8,707 9,418 9,227 9,581 10,013 9,781

21 Lithuania 3,740 3,859 4,013 4,123 4,286 4,464 4,731 4,963

22 Slovenia 4,438 4,579 4,558 4,687 4,794 4,892 4,944 4,873

23 Luxembourg 3,558 3,703 3,745 3,967 4,350 4,446 4,398 4,379

24 Latvia 3,240 3,554 3,613 3,814 3,921 4,030 4,200 4,364

25 Estonia 2,364 2,521 2,522 2,625 2,741 2,783 2,775 3,007

26 Cyprus 1,639 1,695 1,705 1,810 1,818 1,812 1,840 1,900

27 Malta 412 373 391 468 465 464 435 427

Data source: EUROSTAT

Explanatory note: Final energy consumption includes all energy delivered to the final consumer’s door (in the industry, transport, households and 
other sectors) for all energy uses. It excludes deliveries for transformation and/or own use of the energy producing industries, as well as network 
losses.
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Electricity generated from renewable sources: 
% of gross electricity consumption  

Ranking Unit 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2010 
(forecast)

1 Austria 72.4 67.2 66.1 53.1 58.7 57.4 56.6 59.8 78.1

2 Sweden 55.4 54.1 46.9 39.9 46.1 54.3 48.2 52.1 60.0

3 Latvia 47.7 46.1 39.3 35.4 47.1 48.4 37.7 36.4 49.3

4 Portugal 29.4 34.2 20.8 36.4 24.4 16.0 29.4 30.1 39.0

5 Slovenia 31.7 30.5 25.4 22.0 29.1 24.2 24.4 22.1 33.6

6 Romania 28.8 28.4 30.8 24.3 29.9 35.8 31.4 26.9 33.0

7 Finland 28.5 25.7 23.7 21.8 28.3 26.9 24.0 26.0 31.5

8 Slovakia 16.9 17.9 19.2 12.4 14.4 16.7 16.6 16.6 31.0

9 Spain 15.7 20.7 13.8 21.7 18.5 15.0 17.7 20.0 29.4

10 Denmark 16.7 17.3 19.9 23.2 27.1 28.3 26.0 29.0 29.0

11 Italy 16.0 16.8 14.3 13.7 15.9 14.1 14.5 13.7 22.6

European Union 13.8 14.4 12.9 12.9 13.9 14.0 14.6 15.6 21.0

12 France 15.1 16.5 13.7 13.0 12.9 11.3 12.5 13.3 21.0

13 Greece 7.7 5.2 6.2 9.7 9.5 10.0 12.1 6.8 20.1

14 Ireland 4.9 4.2 5.4 4.3 5.1 6.8 8.5 9.3 13.2

15 Germany 6.5 6.5 8.1 8.2 9.5 10.5 12.0 15.1 12.5

16 Bulgaria 7.4 4.7 6.0 7.8 8.9 11.8 11.2 7.5 11.0

17 United Kingdom 2.7 2.5 2.9 2.8 3.7 4.3 4.6 5.1 10.0

18 The Netherlands 3.9 4.0 3.6 4.7 5.7 7.5 7.9 7.6 9.0

19 Czech Republic 3.6 4.0 4.6 2.8 4.0 4.5 4.9 4.7 8.0

20 Poland 1.7 2.0 2.0 1.6 2.1 2.9 2.9 3.5 7.5

21 Lithuania 3.4 3.0 3.2 2.8 3.5 3.9 3.6 4.6 7.0

22 Belgium 1.5 1.6 1.8 1.8 2.1 2.8 3.9 4.2 6.0

Cyprus 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.0

24 Luxembourg 2.9 1.6 2.8 2.3 3.2 3.2 3.4 3.7 5.7

25 Estonia 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.7 1.1 1.4 1.5 5.1

26 Malta 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.0

27 Hungary 0.7 0.8 0.7 0.9 2.3 4.6 3.7 4.6 3.6
											         

Data source: EUROSTAT

Explanatory note: This indicator is the ratio between the electricity produced from renewable energy sources and the gross national electricity 
consumption for a given calendar year. It measures the contribution of electricity produced from renewable energy sources to the national electricity 
consumption. Electricity produced from renewable energy sources comprises the electricity generation from hydro plants (excluding pumping), wind, 
solar, geothermal and electricity from biomass/wastes. Gross national electricity consumption comprises the total gross national electricity genera-
tion from all fuels (including autoproduction), plus electricity imports, minus exports.						    
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Belgium: energy consumption by sector

in ktoe (1)   2000 2001 2002 2005 2006 2007

Final energy consumption     44,562 44,575 42,403 43,771 43,127 41,872

Industry     14,111 13,835 12,907 11,751 12,765 12,526

Transport   9,598 9,407 9,661 9,834 9,627 9,510

Residential and similar     14,373 15,017 13,561 15,101 14,145 12,988

Non-energy consumption     6,480 6,316 6,274 7,085 6,590 6,848

(1) : Tonnes oil equivalent (TOE)

Data source: FPS Economy, Directorate General Energy.
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Belgium: energy consumption by energy source

Market share as a percentage of the total    2000 2001  2002 2005 2006  2007

Primary energy consumption in Ktoe (1) 60,227 59,418 57,001 59,478 59,398 58,818

Solid fuels   13.90% 13.00% 11.50% 9.60% 8.70% 7.80%

Crude oil and petroleum products  40.70% 41.40% 40.50% 39.10% 40.00% 39.20%

Natural gas   22.30% 22.20% 23.50% 26.00% 25.30% 25.40%

Nuclear energy    20.80% 20.30% 21.60% 21.80% 20.50% 21.40%

Renewable and recycled fuels   1.60% 1.70% 1.70% 2.40% 3.90% 5.00%

Other 0.70% 1.40% 1.20% 1.00% 1.60% 1.20%

(1) :  Tonnes oil equivalent (TOE)

Data source: FPS Economy, Directorate General Energy.
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	 The Belgian economy has a higher energy intensity than the European average. 
To explain matters as simply as possible, this means that the ratio between energy consumption and GDP is higher 
in Belgium than the European average. However, it should be emphasized that the energy intensity declines faster 
than the European average. The country is thus gradually catching up. 
Especially in transport, the energy consumption relative to the GDP substantially decreased between 2000 and 2007 
and Belgium therefore takes second place with regard to reduction of energy intensity.
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Energy intensity of the economy: gross inland consumption of energy divided by GDP 
(kilogram of oil equivalent per 1,000 Euro)

Ranking Unit 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

1 Ireland 136.98 135.13 129.63 121.78 122.67 110.08 106.86 103.13

2 Denmark 112.47 115.36 112.65 117.92 111.85 106.48 109.58 105.70

3 United Kingdom 144.71 141.76 135.33 134.13 131.31 128.78 123.29 115.46

4 Austria 140.32 147.48 148.38 155.14 152.96 152.19 149.16 140.73

5 Italy 145.21 143.21 143.02 150.51 149.35 150.63 146.96 142.78

6 Germany 165.99 169.18 165.51 167.18 166.12 163.35 159.44 151.48

7 Sweden 179.77 190.83 185.16 179.65 179.87 171.01 159.77 156.49

8 Luxembourg 165.31 167.40 169.94 176.49 185.36 179.78 168.84 158.53

9 France 180.04 181.98 180.25 181.35 179.71 177.00 171.18 165.38

European Union 187.39 187.85 185.00 187.28 184.88 181.51 176.06 169.39

10 The Netherlands 184.33 185.71 186.99 191.48 191.54 184.81 174.59 177.12

11 Greece 204.57 202.21 200.83 193.09 186.87 185.02 177.95 181.79

12 Spain 196.19 194.84 194.97 195.62 198.07 195.36 187.33 184.19

13 Portugal 205.10 202.26 208.97 205.86 208.67 211.69 195.69 196.85

14 Malta 191.27 218.64 194.55 214.42 216.50 211.86 195.31 198.18

15 Belgium 244.14 237.81 226.90 236.72 229.52 224.16 215.04 198.76

16 Cyprus 237.06 230.73 227.75 243.12 215.64 208.99 212.14 212.16

17 Finland 246.04 244.31 255.13 265.14 257.38 231.40 240.80 229.19

18 Slovenia 299.77 305.95 298.51 293.64 290.00 284.56 270.21 253.29

19 Latvia 440.93 445.75 411.46 409.36 387.01 356.71 328.18 306.60

20 Poland 488.96 483.22 468.98 463.41 442.10 432.79 427.26 400.10

21 Hungary 480.82 470.79 459.74 460.23 430.93 437.67 416.50 400.76

22 Lithuania 571.22 615.79 611.91 577.19 547.40 478.30 434.00 432.50

23 Slovakia 796.21 845.32 809.63 769.40 727.77 680.32 619.73 538.64

24 Czech Republic 659.13 658.88 654.50 685.77 660.22 613.25 587.73 553.16

25 Estonia 819.08 778.33 701.48 718.72 692.93 624.08 551.25 580.71

26 Romania 920.26 864.88 858.30 852.57 773.64 736.09 706.23 655.59

27 Bulgaria 1360.65 1359.30 1274.82 1249.03 1137.74 1127.18 1089.66 1016.29

Data source: EUROSTAT

Explanatory note: This indicator is the ratio between the gross inland consumption of energy and the gross domestic product (GDP) for a given calen-
dar year. It measures the energy consumption of an economy and its overall energy efficiency. The gross inland consumption of energy is calculated 
as the sum of the gross inland consumption of five energy types: coal, electricity, oil, natural gas and renewable energy sources. The GDP figures 
are taken at chain-linked volumes with reference year 2000. The energy intensity ratio is determined by dividing the gross inland consumption by 
the GDP. Since gross inland consumption is measured in kgoe (kilogram of oil equivalent) and GDP in 1 000 EUR, this ratio is measured in kgoe per 
1 000 EUR.
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Energy consumption of transport relative to GDP:  Index 2000 = 100

Ranking Unit 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

1 Estonia 100 104.9 100 89.1 91.6 90.7 85.5 86.2

2 Belgium 100 97 97.3 101.8 99.3 94.5 89.2 86.3

3 Germany 100 96.7 96.1 93.6 93.4 91.2 90 86.6

4 Cyprus 100 104.6 99.1 103.3 89.3 97 89 87.1

5 France 100 98.8 96.9 95 91.6 89.1 88.9 87.9

6 Sweden 100 104.5 95.2 95.4 94.1 93.1 88.9 89

7 United Kingdom 100 96.6 95.1 93.6 93.1 93.3 91.9 90.1

8 Malta 100 85 86.6 113.5 112 106.5 97.1 90.4

9 Romania 100 113.9 115.5 109.9 120.7 94.1 90.1 91

10 Slovakia 100 98 113.9 97.3 91.6 96.8 91 91.2

11 Greece 100 98.2 96.2 94.9 92.6 (p) 91.8 (p) 92.3 (p) 91.6 (p)

12 Finland 100 99.4 98.2 99.4 98 95.6 93.5 93.3

European Union 100 99.1 98.7 (p) 99 98.9 97.6 96.7 (p) 95.5 (p)

13 Latvia 100 108.3 104.6 104.1 101.1 96.3 94.9 97.5

14 Ireland 100 100.9 97.2 94 93.4 95.3 97.2 98

15 Slovenia 100 100.9 94.2 92.9 92 93.8 93.4 98.7

16 Lithuania 100 101.9 98.5 91.3 93.4 92.1 91.7 99

17 Italy 100 99.7 100.5 102.2 102.6 101.2 100.1 99.4

18 The Netherlands 100 101.1 103.4 103.8 104 102.1 102.1 99.5

19 Spain 100 100.6 99.7 (p) 101.8 103 102.3 101.2 (p) 100.9 (p)

20 Bulgaria 100 101.4 102.2 110.1 106.9 109 110.5 101

21 Portugal 100 98.5 106.4 106.7 107.9 103.2 103.1 102.2

22 Luxembourg 100 103.2 106.1 114.6 121.6 121.1 110.9 103.7

23 Denmark 100 99.9 98.9 102.3 104.8 104.5 102.5 105

24 Austria 100 105.4 112.8 119.4 120.4 120.7 112.9 110.8

25 Hungary 100 100.5 101.4 101.4 100.1 104.5 112.1 110.9

26 Czech Republic 100 103.2 105.7 115.6 117.1 117.3 112.4 111.2

27 Poland 100 98.7 95.3 104.1 109.5 112.8 118 121.8

Data source: EUROSTAT

 										        

Explanatory note: This indicator is defined as the ratio between the energy consumption of transport and GDP (chain-linked volumes, at 2000 
exchange rates). The energy consumed by all types of transport (road, rail, inland navigation and aviation) is covered, including commercial, individual 
and public transport, with the exception of maritime and pipeline transport.				  
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	 Belgium has complied with its Kyoto commitments. Greenhouse gas emissions have been reduced in compari-
son with 1990 and Belgium does better than the objectives set out at that time. 
The good results achieved should not prevent the country from continuing its efforts and so staying at the forefront 
in Europe.

														            
	 	

C I Global warming

Emissions of C02 from energy

Components Unit 1990 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2006 2007 2008

Emissions 
of C02 from 
energy use

million t 105 116 115 109 115 117 111 106 108

Data source (to be acknowlegded): STATISTICS BELGIUM	 								      

CO2 emissions in Belgium from fossil fuel combustion 
(1830-2008)
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Greenhouse gas emissions: Index of greenhouse gas emissions and targets 
- In CO2 equivalents (base year 1990 = 100)

Unit 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 Targets

European Union 90.8 91.8 91 92.6 92.6 91.9 91.8 90.7 :

Belgium 99.6 99.4 98.1 100 99.9 97.4 93.7 90.1 92.5

Bulgaria 52.2 52.4 50.2 54.1 53.6 53.6 54.2 57.2 92

Czech Republic 75.8 76.9 74.7 75.1 75.7 75.3 76.8 77.6 92

Denmark 97.8 100.1 99 106.3 97.7 91.6 102.5 96.1 79

Germany 81.8 83.2 81.7 81.7 80.9 78.6 79.5 77.6 79

Estonia 43.1 43.6 42.4 46.6 47.7 46.1 45 51.7 92

Ireland 124 127.1 123.7 123.3 123.4 126.3 125.3 124.5 113

Greece 118.8 119.8 119.4 122.7 122.8 123.2 119.7 123.2 125

Spain 133.1 133.2 139.1 141.6 147 152.2 149.5 152.6 115

France 98.7 99 97.4 97.9 97.9 98.2 96.1 94.2 100

Italy 106.3 107.4 107.5 110.4 111 111 108.9 106.9 93.5

Cyprus 170.9 170.2 170.6 171.2 174.7 180.3 182.4 185.3 :

Latvia 39 41.5 41.5 42.1 42.2 43.3 45 46.6 92

Lithuania 38.8 40.9 41.7 42.2 43.7 45.7 46.3 50.1 92

Luxembourg 75.7 78.1 86.1 89.4 100.9 101.7 101 98.1 72

Hungary 67.6 69.1 67.6 70.4 69.2 69.7 68.3 65.8 94

Malta 126.9 132.6 134.9 142.5 141.1 144.2 145.3 149 :

The Netherlands 100.7 101.3 101.1 101.7 102.4 99.6 97.9 97.4 94

Austria 102.6 107.6 110.1 117.8 116.1 117.4 115.8 111.3 87

Poland 69 68.3 65.9 68.1 68.2 68.6 70.9 70.8 94

Portugal 135.8 139.6 147.6 139.3 143.4 148.3 140.8 136.1 127

Romania 48.7 50.5 52.7 55.2 55.9 53.7 55.3 54.7 92

Slovenia 92.9 97.2 98.5 97 98.5 100.1 101.1 101.8 92

Slovakia 67.2 69.5 68 69.7 69.4 68.5 67.9 65.2 92

Finland 97.9 105.3 108.2 119 113.4 96.8 112.6 110.3 100

Sweden 94.5 95.3 96.4 97.3 96.6 93.1 92.7 90.7 104

United Kingdom 86.8 87.2 84.5 85.1 84.8 84.1 83.5 82 87.5

Data source: EUROSTAT									       

Explanatory note: Under the Kyoto Protocol, the EU has agreed to an 8% reduction in its greenhouse gas emissions by 2008-2012, compared to the 
Kyoto base year. The reductions for each of the EU-15 countries have been agreed under the so-called EU Burden Sharing Agreement (Council Deci-
sion 2002/358/EC), which allows some countries to increase emissions, provided these are offset by reductions in other Member States. Eight of the 
ten new Member States have chosen other reduction targets and other base years, as allowed under the Kyoto Protocol. These and the ‘Burden sha-
ring’ targets for 2008-2012 are shown in the table as figures for 2010 (no target for Cyprus and Malta). Emissions of the 6 greenhouse gases covered 
by the Protocol are weighted by their global warming potentials (GWPs) and aggregated to give total emissions in CO2 equivalents. The total emissions 
are presented  as indices, with the base year = 100 (EU-27, Euro zone 15, Cyprus and Malta base year = 100). In general, the base year is 1990 for the 
non-fluorinated gases (CO2, CH4 and N2O), and 1995 for the fluorinated gases (HFC, PFC and SF6; exception see meta data). Data exclude emissions 
and removals due to land use change and forestry (LUCF).							    
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Greenhouse gas emission (million tons of CO2 equivalents) 

Unit 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

European Union 5,053.6 5,109.1 5,065.7 5,150.2 5,153.3 5,111.0 5,105.2 5,045.4

Germany 1,008.2 1,025.1 1,006.4 1,007.1 997.2 968.9 980.0 956.1

United Kingdom 673.5 677.3 655.8 660.7 658.4 652.7 647.9 636.7

Italy 549.5 555.0 555.8 570.4 573.8 573.7 563.0 552.8

France 556.8 558.4 549.3 552.1 552.1 553.9 541.7 531.1

Spain 385.8 386.1 403.1 410.3 426.0 441.2 433.1 442.3

Poland 389.0 384.8 371.5 383.8 384.0 386.6 399.3 398.9

The Netherlands 214.4 215.9 215.5 216.7 218.0 212.2 208.5 207.5

Romania 135.5 140.5 146.7 153.5 155.4 149.4 153.8 152.3

Czech Republic 147.2 149.4 145.1 146.0 147.1 146.3 149.1 150.8

Greece 127.1 128.2 127.8 131.3 131.4 131.8 128.1 131.9

Belgium 145.1 144.9 142.9 145.8 145.7 141.9 136.6 131.3

Austria 81.1 85.1 87.0 93.1 91.8 92.8 91.5 88.0

Portugal 81.7 84.0 88.8 83.8 86.2 89.2 84.7 81.8

Finland 69.5 74.7 76.8 84.5 80.5 68.7 79.9 78.4

Hungary 78.0 79.7 78.0 81.2 79.9 80.4 78.9 75.9

Bulgaria 69.2 69.6 66.5 71.7 71.1 71.0 71.9 75.8

Ireland 69.0 70.7 68.8 68.6 68.6 70.3 69.7 69.2

Denmark 67.8 69.4 68.6 73.7 67.8 63.5 71.0 66.6

Sweden 68.2 68.8 69.6 70.2 69.7 67.2 66.9 65.4

Slovakia 48.4 50.1 49.0 50.2 50.0 49.4 48.9 47.0

Lithuania 19.2 20.2 20.6 20.8 21.6 22.6 22.9 24.7

Estonia 18.4 18.6 18.1 19.9 20.3 19.6 19.2 22.0

Slovenia 18.9 19.8 20.1 19.7 20.1 20.4 20.6 20.7

Luxembourg 10.0 10.3 11.3 11.8 13.3 13.4 13.3 12.9

Latvia 10.1 10.7 10.7 10.9 10.9 11.2 11.7 12.1

Cyprus 9.3 9.3 9.3 9.4 9.6 9.9 10.0 10.1

Malta 2.6 2.7 2.8 2.9 2.9 2.9 3.0 3.0

Data source: EUROSTAT									       
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	 Belgians produce quite little waste: 493 kg/inhabitant while the European average amounts to 524 kg/inhabi-
tant.
Moreover, the major part of waste generated in Belgium is recovered in one way or another. In 2008, 35% of the waste 
was recycled, 25% was composted and 35% was incinerated with energy recovery in more than 99% of the cases. Only 
the remaining 5% is still dumped in landfills. 

														            
	 	

D I Waste

Municipal waste generated : Kg per person and per year 
(2008)
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Municipal waste generated: Kg/inhabitant

Ranking Unit 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Czech Republic 334 289 296 294 306

2 Poland 316 (i) 319 (e) 321 (e) 322 (e) 320 (e)

3 Slovakia 254 289 301 309 328

4 Latvia 270 (e) 310 411 377 331

5 Romania 355 377 (e) 388 (e) 378 (e) 382 (e)

6 Lithuania 363 376 390 400 407

7 Hungary 445 (b) 460 468 456 453

Greece 408 438 443 448 453

9 Slovenia 513 (e) 423 432 441 459

10 Bulgaria 516 475 446 468 467

11 Portugal 472 446 454 472 (e) 477 (e)

12 Belgium 476 (e) 481 484 497 (e) 493 (e)

13 Sweden 428 482 497 518 515

Estonia 440 436 (e) 466 (e) 507 (e) 515 (s)

15 Finland 503 479 495 507 522

European Union 523 517 523 525 524

16 France 516 532 538 544 543 (e)

17 Italy 509 542 553 550 561 (s)

18 United Kingdom 578 585 587 572 565 (s)

19 Spain 662 597 599 590 575 (e)

20 Germany 643 (s) 564 563 582 581 (e)

21 Austria 581 620 654 598 601 (e)

22 The Netherlands 616 624 622 630 622 (e)

23 Malta 547 624 624 652 696

24 Luxembourg 658 678 688 694 (e) 701 (e)

25 Ireland 603 740 804 788 733

26 Cyprus 680 739 745 754 770 (e)

27 Denmark 665 737 741 801 (e) 802 (s)

Data source: EUROSTAT					   

Explanatory note: This indicator presents the amount of municipal waste generated.  It consists of waste collected by or on behalf of municipal autho-
rities and disposed of through the waste management system. The bulk of this waste stream is from households, though similar wastes from sources 
such as commerce, offices and public institutions are included. For areas not covered by a municipal waste scheme an estimation has been made of 
the amount of waste generated. The quantity of waste generated is expressed in kg per person per year.	 	 			 
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Selective collection, disposal and recycling of municipal waste - Belgium*

1000 tons 1995 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Production 4,613 4,874 4,838 5,025 4,842 5,064 5,024 5,093 5,256 5,255

Landfill (a) 2,004 749 559 534 459 367 354 257 265 264

Recycling 513 1,265 1,421 1,428 1,424 1,538 1,537 1,593 1,697 1,712

Composting and fermentation 363 1,091 1,030 1,098 1,123 1,208 1,165 1,183 1,237 1,215

Incineration 1,637 1,580 1,650 1,681 1,678 1,699 1,757 1,707 1,749 1,759

whereof with energy recovery 701 1,459 1,503 1,515 1,539 1,609 1,675 1,707 1,734 1,745

whereof without energy recovery 935 121 147 167 139 90 82 0 16 14

per inhabitant: kg/inhabitant (b) 1995 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Production 455 476 471 487 468 487 481 484 497 493

Landfill (a) 198 73 54 52 44 35 34 24 25 25

Recycling 51 124 138 139 138 148 147 152 160 160

Composting and fermentation 36 107 100 106 108 116 111 113 117 114

Total incineration 162 154 161 163 162 163 168 162 165 165

whereof with energy recovery 69 143 146 147 149 155 160 162 164 164

whereof without energy recovery 92 12 14 16 13 9 8 0 1 1

	 *Note: excluding inert waste.						    

	 (a) Including clinker						    
	 (b) Population on 1 January						    

Data source: Statistics BELGIUM						    
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Selective collection, disposal and recycling of municipal waste
 (2008)
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	 Belgium is the tenth most populated country in the European Union and the Belgians account for 1/47 of the 
European population. Even though the country is far behind demographic powers such as Germany, France, the 
United Kingdom and Italy, its demographic weight is not insignificant.
The Kingdom is made up of three Regions. In the north, the Flemish Region is the most populated one and repre-
sents 58% of the population. It is followed by the Walloon Region (in the south) which is inhabited by 32 % of the 
population and by the Brussels-Capital Region, in the centre, which accounts for 10% of the population.

Total population of Belgium and its regions on 1 January

Unit 2000 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Share of 
the 

population 
in 2008

Belgium                                10,239,085 10,396,421 10,445,852 10,511,382 10,584,534 10,666,866 100%

Brussels-Capital Region            959,318 999,899 1,006,749 1,018,804 1,031,215 1,048,491 9.8%

Flemish Region                         5,940,251 6,016,024 6,043,161 6,078,600 6,117,440 6,161,600 57.8%

Walloon Region 3,339,516 3,380,498 3,395,942 3,413,978 3,435,879 3,456,775 32.4%

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM

A I Total population of the European Union and its 27 Member States
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A I Total population of the European Union and its 27 Member States
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Total population of the countries and the European Union on 1 January

Ranking Unit 2000 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

European Union 482,767,710 488,799,601 491,153,644 493,226,936 495,270,075 497,649,125 (p) 499,723,520 (p)

1 Germany 82,163,475 82,531,671 82,500,849 82,437,995 82,314,906 82,217,837 82,002,356

2 France 60,545,022 62,292,241 62,772,870 63,229,443 63,623,209 63,982,881 64,350,759

3 United Kingdom 58,785,246 59,699,828 60,059,900 60,425,786 60,781,352 61,179,256 (p) 61,634,599 (p)

4 Italy 56,923,524 57,888,245 58,462,375 58,751,711 59,131,287 59,619,290 60,045,068

5 Spain 40,049,708 42,345,342 43,038,035 43,758,250 44,474,631 45,283,259 45,828,172

6 Poland 38,653,559 38,190,608 38,173,835 38,157,055 38,125,479 38,115,641 38,135,876

7 Romania 22,455,485 21,711,252 21,658,528 21,610,213 21,565,119 21,528,627 21,498,616

8 The Netherlands 15,863,950 16,258,032 16,305,526 16,334,210 16,357,992 16,405,399 16,485,787

9 Greece 10,903,757 11,040,650 11,082,751 11,125,179 11,171,740 11,213,785 11,260,402

10 Belgium 10,239,085 10,396,421 10,445,852 10,511,382 10,584,534 10,666,866 10,750,000 (p)

11 Portugal 10,195,014 10,474,685 10,529,255 10,569,592 10,599,095 10,617,575 10,627,250

12 Czech Republic 10,278,098 10,211,455 10,220,577 10,251,079 10,287,189 10,381,130 10,467,542

13 Hungary 10,221,644 10,116,742 10,097,549 10,076,581 10,066,158 10,045,401 10,030,975

14 Sweden 8,861,426 8,975,670 9,011,392 9,047,752 9,113,257 9,182,927 9,256,347

15 Austria 8,002,186 8,142,573 8,201,359 8,254,298 8,282,984 8,318,592 8,355,260

16 Bulgaria 8,190,876 7,801,273 7,761,049 7,718,750 7,679,290 7,640,238 7,606,551

17 Denmark 5,330,020 5,397,640 5,411,405 5,427,459 5,447,084 5,475,791 5,511,451

18 Slovakia 5,398,657 5,380,053 5,384,822 5,389,180 5,393,637 5,400,998 5,412,254

19 Finland 5,171,302 5,219,732 5,236,611 5,255,580 5,276,955 5,300,484 5,326,314

20 Ireland 3,777,763 4,027,732 4,109,173 4,209,019 4,312,526 4,401,335 4,450,014

21 Lithuania 3,512,074 3,445,857 3,425,324 3,403,284 3,384,879 3,366,357 3,349,872

22 Latvia 2,381,715 2,319,203 2,306,434 2,294,590 2,281,305 2,270,894 2,261,294

23 Slovenia 1,987,755 1,996,433 1,997,590 2,003,358 2,010,377 2,010,269 (b) 2,032,362

24 Estonia 1,372,071 1,351,069 1,347,510 1,344,684 1,342,409 1,340,935 1,340,415

25 Cyprus 690,497 730,367 749,175 766,414 778,684 789,269 796,875

26 Luxembourg 433,600 454,960 461,230 469,086 476,187 483,799 493,500

27 Malta 380,201 399,867 402,668 405,006 407,810 410,290 413,609

Data source: EUROSTAT	
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Share of the countries in the population of the European 
Union on 1 January 2009
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	 In Belgium, the population of the different age groups keeps on growing. However, the share of the elderly tends 
to grow faster than that of the other age groups. Indeed, the national age pyramid shows that we are on the eve of 
an important ageing of the population. Nevertheless, a similar situation is found in most European countries and the 
share of people aged 65 and over is similar to the European average.

It is also worth noting that life expectancy in Belgium is slightly longer than the European average and this for both 
men and women.

Breakdown by age groups and gender on 1 January 2008 in the different Regions

Unit 0-17 years 18-64 years 65 years 
and over Males Females Grand

total

Belgium                                2,194,507 6,652,633 1,819,726 5,224,309 5,442,557 10,666,866

Brussels-Capital 
Region            229,420 667,026 152,045 505,963 542,528 1,048,491

Flemish Region                         1,216,791 3,844,615 1,100,194 3,039,956 3,121,644 6,161,600

Walloon Region 748,296 2,140,992 567,487 1,678,390 1,778,385 3,456,775

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM

Population by gender and age groups

2005 2006 2007 2008
Share of the 

population on 
1 January 2008

Total 10,445,852 10,511,382 10,584,534 10,666,866 100.0%

Population aged 0 to 19 2,414,041 2,428,706 2,441,129 2,452,770 23.0%

Population aged 20 to 64 6,232,311 6,273,659 6,333,343 6,394,370 59.9%

Population aged 65 and over 1,799,500 1,809,017 1,810,062 1,819,726 17.1%

Males 5,111,325 5,143,821 5,181,408 5,224,309 49.0%

Population aged 0 to 19 1,233,688 1,241,251 1,246,988 1,252,956 11.7%

Population aged 20 to 64 3,131,390 3,150,333 3,180,037 3,210,419 30.1%

Population aged 65 and over 746,247 752,237 754,383 760,934 7.1%

Females 5,334,527 5,367,561 5,403,126 5,442,557 51.0%

Population aged 0 to 19 1,180,353 1,187,455 1,194,141 1,199,814 11.2%

Population aged 20 to 64 3,100,921 3,123,326 3,153,306 3,183,951 29.8%

Population aged 65 and over 1,053,253 1,056,780 1,055,679 1,058,792 9.9%

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM

B I Age groups and life expectancy
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Proportion of population 
aged 0 to 19 

Ranking Unit 2008

1 Ireland 27.0%

2 France 24.9%

3 Cyprus 24.6%

4 Denmark 24.5%

5 Luxembourg 24.1%

United Kingdom 24.1%

7 The Netherlands 24.0%

8 Sweden 23.7%

9 Malta 23.2%

10 Lithuania 23.1%

Finland 23.1%

12 Belgium 23.0%

Slovakia 23.0%

14 Poland 22.6%

15 Estonia 22.1%

Romania 22.1%

European Union 21.7%

17 Austria 21.4%

18 Hungary 21.2%

19 Latvia 21.1%

20 Portugal 20.8%

21 Czech Republic 20.5%

22 Spain 19.7%

23 Bulgaria 19.6%

Slovenia 19.6%

25 Greece 19.5%

26 Germany 19.4%

27 Italy 19.0%
 

Data source: EUROSTAT

Proportion of population 
aged 65 years and over

Ranking Unit 2008

1 Ireland 10.9%

2 Slovakia 12.0%

3 Cyprus 12.5%

4 Malta 13.5%

Poland 13.5%

6 Luxembourg 14.0%

7 Czech Republic 14.6%

8 The Netherlands 14.7%

9 Romania 14.9%

10 Denmark 15.6%

11 Portugal 15.7%

12 Lithuania 15.8%

13 United Kingdom 16.1%

14 Hungary 16.2%

15 France 16.3%

Slovenia 16.3%

17 Finland 16.5%

18 Spain 16.6%

European Union 17.0%

19 Belgium 17.1%

Austria 17.1%

21 Estonia 17.2%

Latvia 17.2%

23 Bulgaria 17.3%

24 Sweden 17.5%

25 Greece 18.6%

26 Germany 19.9%

27 Italy 20.0%

 Data source: EUROSTAT



114
Key figures 2009

Life expectancy at birth (years): 
Males

Ranking Unit 2007

1 Sweden 79.0

2 Italy 78.7

3 The Netherlands 78.1

4 Cyprus 77.9

5 Spain 77.8

6 France 77.6

United Kingdom 77.6

8 Malta 77.5

9 Austria 77.4

Germany 77.4

Ireland 77.4

12 Greece 77.1

Belgium 77.1

14 Luxembourg 76.7

15 Denmark 76.2

European Union 76.1

16 Finland 76.0

17 Portugal 75.9

18 Slovenia 74.7

19 Czech Republic 73.8

20 Poland 71.0

21 Slovakia 70.6

22 Romania 69.7

23 Bulgaria 69.5

24 Hungary 69.4

25 Estonia 67.2

26 Latvia 65.8

27 Lithuania 64.9

Data source: EUROSTAT

Life expectancy at birth (years): 
Females

Ranking Unit 2007

1 France 84.8

2 Spain 84.3

3 Italy 84.2

4 Finland 83.1

Sweden 83.1

Austria 83.1

7 Germany 82.7

8 Belgium 82.6

9 The Netherlands 82.5

10 Cyprus 82.2

Portugal 82.2

Luxembourg 82.2

European Union 82.2

Malta 82.2

14 Ireland 82.1

15 Slovenia 82.0

16 Greece 81.8

United Kingdom 81.8

18 Denmark 80.6

19 Czech Republic 80.2

20 Poland 79.8

21 Estonia 78.8

22 Slovakia 78.4

23 Hungary 77.8

24 Lithuania 77.2

25 Romania 76.9

26 Bulgaria 76.7

27 Latvia 76.5

Data source: EUROSTAT
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Data source : NATIONAL REGISTER

Data source: EUROSTAT

Age pyramid in the European Union on 1 January 2008
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Age pyramid in Belgium on 1 January 2008
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	 Within the European Union, Belgium has a particularly dynamic population growth rate. It takes the ninth 
place with a growth rate of 7.8 per thousand and an increase of 83,134 persons in 2008. This growth even 
seems to have accelerated in the last years. This growth is the most important one since 1965. Belgium ranks 
as one of the leading countries for birth rate. With 120,663 births and 100,658 deaths in 2007, the natural 
growth of the population reaches a very positive result of 20,005 units, i.e. the highest figure since 1992.	
													           
 

C I Population growth
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Data source: EUROSTAT

Crude birth rate per 
1000 inhabitants

Ranking Unit Rate
in 2008

Number of live 
births 2007

1 Ireland 16.9 70,620

2 France 13.0 819,605

3 United Kingdom 12.9 772,245

4 Estonia 12.0 15,775

5 Sweden 11.9 107,421

6 Denmark 11.8 64,082

7 Belgium 11.7 120,663

8 Cyprus 11.6 8,575

9 Czech Republic 11.5 114,632

Luxembourg 11.5 5,477

11 Spain 11.4 493,702

12 Finland 11.2 58,729

13 The Nether-
lands (2007) 11.1 181,336

European Union 10.9 5,281,625

14 Poland 10.9 387,873

15 Slovenia (b) 10.8 19,823

16 Slovakia 10.6 54,424

Latvia 10.6 23,273

18 Lithuania 10.4 32,346

19 Romania 10.3 214,728

Greece 10.3 111,926

21 Bulgaria 10.2 75,349

22 Malta 10.0 3,871

23 Hungary 9.9 97,613

24 Portugal 9.8 102,492

25 Italy 9.6 563,933

26 Austria 9.3 76,250

27 Germany (p) 8.3 684,862

Total fertility rate: number of chil-
dren per woman

Ranking Unit 2006

1 France 2.00

2 Ireland 1.93

3 Denmark 1.85

Sweden 1.85

5 Finland 1.84

United Kingdom 1.84

7 Belgium 1.80

8 The Netherlands 1.72

9 Luxembourg 1.65

10 Estonia 1.55

European Union (e) 1.53

11 Cyprus 1.45

12 Austria 1.41

13 Greece 1.40

14 Malta 1.39

15 Bulgaria 1.38

Spain 1.38

17 Portugal 1.36

18 Italy 1.35

Latvia 1.35

20 Hungary 1.34

21 Czech Republic 1.33

Germany 1.33

23 Romania 1.32

24 Lithuania 1.31

Slovenia 1.31

26 Poland 1.27

27 Slovakia 1.24
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Data source: EUROSTAT

Accroissement (2008)

Ranking Unit

Total growth 
rate 

(per 1,000 
inhabitants

Population 
change 

(in absolute 
figures)

1 Luxembourg 19.9 9,701

2 Spain 12.0 544,913

3 Ireland 11.0 48,679

4 Slovenia (b) 10.9 22,093

5 Cyprus 9.6 7,606

6 Czech Republic 8.3 86,412

7 Malta 8.1 3,319

8 Sweden 8.0 73,420

9 Belgium 7.8 83,134

10 United Kingdom 7.4 455,343

11 Italy 7.1 425,778

12 Denmark 6.5 35,660

13 France 5.7 367,878

14 The Netherlands 4.9 80,388

Finland 4.9 25,830

16 Austria 4.4 36,668

European Union 
(p) 4.2 2,074,395

17 Greece 4.1 46,617

18 Slovakia 2.1 11,256

19 Portugal 0.9 9,675

20 Poland 0.5 20,235

21 Estonia -0.4 -520

22 Romania -1.4 -30,011

Hungary -1.4 -14,426

24 Germany (p) -2.6 -215,481

25 Latvia -4.2 -9,600

26 Bulgaria -4.4 -33,687

27 Lithuania -4.9 -16,485

Crude mortality rate per 
1,000 inhabitants

Ranking Unit 2008

1 Cyprus 6.4

2 Ireland 6.5

3 Luxembourg 7.4

4 Malta 7.9

5 The Netherlands (2007) 8.1

6 France 8.5

Spain 8.5

8 Austria 9.0

9 Slovenia (b) 9.1

10 Finland 9.2

11 United Kingdom 9.4

12 Belgium 9.5

Greece 9.5

14 Italy 9.7

European Union 9.7

15 Portugal 9.8

Slovakia 9.8

17 Sweden 9.9

Denmark 9.9

19 Poland 10.0

20 Czech Republic (p) 10.1

21 Germany 10.3

22 Romania 11.8

23 Estonia 12.4

24 Hungary 13.0

25 Lithuania 13.1

26 Latvia 13.7

27 Bulgaria 14.5
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Total growth rate
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	 The percentage of foreign population in Belgium amounted to 9.1% in 2008. The Kingdom is one of the European 
countries with the largest number of foreign residents. It is noteworthy that nearly 68% (more than 2/3) of these per-
sons are EU-citizens. Moreover, the migratory flow is quite strong in the country since Belgium ranks ninth in terms 
of crude rate of net migration in 2008. In absolute figures, the positive migration balance amounted to 59,742 units in 
the same year. In 2007, this balance totalled 55,357 units, with 146,409 incoming migrants and 91,052 outgoing mi-
grants. 36,063 persons obtained Belgian nationality in 2007. Belgium is the ninth country with regard to the number 
of naturalizations. The citizens who previously held an African nationality are the largest by numbers (15,632 persons 
or 43.3% of the total) but the EU-citizens are also well represented since they account for 17.8% of the total with 6,418 
new Belgians.

D I Migrations and foreign population

Distribution by origin of foreigners living in Belgium

67,8%

7,4%

5,8%

14,2%
2,8%

Number of foreign citizens: EU citizens Other European countries
Asia Africa
Americas Oceania
Refugees of undetermined origin Stateless persons - undetermined
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Source: SPF ECONOMIE - DIRECTION GENERALE STATISTIQUE ET INFORMATION ECONOMIQUE

  Country of citizenship of the Belgian population Total on 1 
January 2008

Belgians 9,695,418

Number of foreign citizens 971,448

Number of foreign citizens: EU citizens 658,589

Italy 169,027

France 130,568

The Netherlands 123,454

Spain 42,705

Germany 38,366

Poland 30,392

Portugal 29,800

United Kingdom 25,126

Romania 15,253

Greece 15,181

Bulgaria 6,709

Sweden 4,399

Luxembourg 4,380

Ireland 3,406

Denmark 3,160

Slovakia 3,001

Finland 2,992

Hungary 2,790

Austria 2,523

Czech Republic 2,072

Lithuania 981

Latvia 679

Estonia 583

Slovenia 559

Malta 252

Cyprus 231

Other European countries 71,836

Asia 55,916

Africa 138,422

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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Migrations 2008

Ranking Unit Crude rate of net 
migration

Corrected net balance 
(in absolute figures)

European Union : 1,489,941(p)

1 Luxembourg 15.8 7,700

2 Slovenia 14.016 (b) 18.584 (b)

3 Italy 7.7 431,761

4 Czech Republic 6.9 71,790

5 Sweden 6.1 55,568

6 Malta 6.0 2,436

7 Spain 5.9 418,477

8 Denmark 5.3 25,213

9 Belgium 4.9 59,742

10 Austria 4.1 33,999

Ireland 4.1 1,806

12 United Kingdom 3.7 240,657

13 Greece 3.1 36,294

14 Finland 2.9 15,394

15 Hungary 1.7 16,452

16 The Netherlands 1.6 30,890

17 Slovakia 1.3 7,060

18 France 1.2 81,301

19 Portugal 0.9 9,361

20 Cyprus 0.8 3,595

21 Romania 0.1 1,291

Bulgaria 0.1 127

23 Poland -0.1 -876

24 Germany (p) -0.4 -14,865

25 Latvia -0.7 -53,556

26 Lithuania -1.1 -2,542

27 Estonia -2.3 -7,718

Data source: EUROSTAT
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Foreign population 2008

Ranking Unit Number of foreigners 
in each country

Percentage of foreigners in the 
total population

1 Luxembourg 205,889 42.6%

2 Latvia 415,493 18.3%

3 Estonia 229,300 (s) 17.1%

4 Cyprus 125,300 (e ) 15.9%

5 Ireland 553,690 12.6%

6 Spain 5,262,095 11.6%

7 Austria 835,182 10.0%

8 Belgium 971,448 9.1%

9 Germany 7,255,395 8.8%

10 Greece 906,400 (s) 8.1%

11 United Kingdom 4,020,800 (s) 6.6%

European Union 30,798,059 (s) 6.2%

12 France 3,674,000 (s) 5.8%

Italy 3,432,651 5.8%

14 Sweden 524,488 5.7%

15 Denmark 298,450 5.5%

16 Portugal 446,333 4.2%

The Netherlands 688,375 4.2%

18 Malta 15,460 3.8%

19 Slovenia 68,621 3.4%

20 Czech Republic 347,649 3.3%

21 Finland 132,708 2.5%

22 Hungary 176,580 1.8%

23 Lithuania 42,934 1.3%

24 Slovakia 40,904 0.8%

25 Bulgaria 24,402 0.3%

26 Poland 57,842 0.2%

27 Romania 26,100 0.1%

Data source: EUROSTAT
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Total acquisition of citizenship 
2007

Ranking Unit Number of 
persons

1 United Kingdom 164,540 (p)

2 France 132,002

3 Germany 113,030

4 Spain 71,936

5 Belgium 36,063

6 Italy 35,266 (2006)

7 Sweden 33,629

8 The Netherlands 30,653

9 Austria 14,010

10 Hungary 8,442

11 Latvia 8,322

12 Bulgaria 5,966

13 Finland 4,824

14 Ireland 4,649

15 Estonia 4,242

16 Greece 3,921

17 Denmark 3,648

18 Portugal 3,627(2006)

19 Cyprus 2,780

20 Czech Republic 2,371

21 Slovenia 1,551

22 Poland 1,542

23 Slovakia 1,478

24 Luxembourg 1,236

25 Malta 553

26 Lithuania 371

27 Romania 31 (e)

Data source: EUROSTAT

Main original citizenschip of the persons 
who have been granted the Belgian citi-

zenship in 2007

Original citizenship Number of 
persons

Percentage of 
the total

Morocco 8,722 24.2%

Turkey 3,039 8.4%

Italy 2,017 5.6%

Democratic Republic of the Congo 1,793 5.0%

Russia 1,533 4.3%

Rwanda 924 2.6%

France 836 2.3%

Algeria 687 1.9%

Yugoslavia (Federal Republic) 679 1.9%

The Netherlands 668 1.9%

Pakistan 666 1.8%

Yugoslavia (former) 591 1.6%

Poland (Rep.) 586 1.6%

Romania 554 1.5%

Greece 434 1.2%

Tunisia 414 1.1%

Albania 392 1.1%

Ghana 388 1.1%

India 365 1.0%

People's Republic of China 356 1.0%

All nationalities taken into account 36,063 100.0%

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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Percentage of foreigners per country
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	 With a total area of 30,528 km², Belgium is the fifth smallest country in the Union but ranks tenth in terms of 
population size. As a result, Belgium, with its 348 inhabitants/km2 in 2006, is the third country after the Netherlands 
and Malta with regard to population density. 
The Walloon Region covers 55.2% of the territory, the Flemish Region 44.3% and the Brussels Capital Region 0.5%. 
The Brussels-Capital Region is the most populated region with 6,497 inhabitants/km2, followed by the Flemish Re-
gion with 456 inhabitants/km2 and the Walloon Region with 205 inhabitants/km2.	
In the country, agricultural land represents the major part of the land area. It is followed by wooded land and finally 
built-up land. However, the gap between those two last categories tends to narrow over time. The built-up area 
increases year on year, mostly to the detriment of agricultural land. The built-up area increased by 21.5% between 
1990 and 2009 while the agricultural land area decreased by 6%. Wooded land and natural areas remained relatively 
stable. 		
									       
							     
							     
 

E I Population density and land use 
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Population density (inhabitants/km2)

Ranking Unit 2006

1 Malta 1,281.2

2 The Netherlands 483.8

3 Belgium 347.8

4 United Kingdom 247.7 (2005)

5 Germany 230.7

6 Italy 199.7

7 Luxembourg 182.8

8 Czech Republic 132.9

9 Denmark 126.2

10 Poland 122.0

11 Portugal 114.9

12 Slovakia 110.0

13 Hungary 108.3

14 France 100.2

15 Slovenia 99.6

16 Austria 99.5

17 Romania 93.9

18 Spain 87.2

19 Greece 85.2

20 Cyprus 83.5

21 Bulgaria 69.4

22 Ireland 62.3

23 Lithuania 54.2

24 Latvia 36.7

25 Estonia 30.9

26 Sweden 22.1

27 Finland 17.3

Data source: EUROSTAT
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Area and population density: Belgium and its regions

Population density

Area 1963 1970 1980 1990 2000 2007 2008

Belgium 30,528 305.6 316.4 322.8 325.9 335.4 346.7 349.4

Flanders 13,522 381.6 399.6 415.5 424.5 439.3 452.4 455.7

Wallonia 16,844 185.6 189 191.6 192.6 198.3 204 205.2

Brussels 162 6,423 6,624 6,227 5,953 5,922 6,366 6,497

Data source: FPS Finances (Land registry), National Geographical Institute (NGI) and Royal Belgian Institute  of Natural Sciences (RBINS).

Land use in km²: Belgium

1990 2000 2006 2007 2008 2009

Total area 30,528 30,528 30,528 30,528 30,528 30,528

Area of lands 30,278 30,278 30,278 30,278 30,278 30,278

Non built-up land

Total agricultural land 18,301 17,653 17,393 17,352 17,309 17,269

Others (1) 7,247 7,235 7,223 7,217 7,214 7,209

Built-up land

Built-up and related land (2) 4,980 5,640 5,912 5,958 6,004 6,050

Residential land 1,791 2,221 2,409 2,439 2,470 2,501

Industrial land  (other than 3.3. below)      413 506 534 539 542 546

Land used for quarries, pits, mines, etc. 40 37 38 37 37 38

Commercial land 115 142 148 148 148 149

Land used for public services, excluding transport, 
communication and technical infrastructure 176 201 205 206 207 207

Land of mixed use 134 136 136 137 139 140

Land used for transport and communication (3) 1,889 1,942 1,971 1,976 1,977 1,981

Land used for technical infrastucture 14 22 26 26 28 28

Recreational and other open land 407 432 445 451 455 460

	 1)  forests and other wooded land, wet lands, moors, marshes, waste land, rocks, beaches, dunes				  
	 2)  excluding scattered agricultural buildings							     
	 3)  including some parts of water courses							     
 						    
Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM AND PFS FINANCES (land registry). 			 

Population density by municipality on 1 January 2008

Brussels-Capital Region

Inhab/km2
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Area and population density: Belgium and its regions

Population density

Area 1963 1970 1980 1990 2000 2007 2008

Belgium 30,528 305.6 316.4 322.8 325.9 335.4 346.7 349.4

Flanders 13,522 381.6 399.6 415.5 424.5 439.3 452.4 455.7

Wallonia 16,844 185.6 189 191.6 192.6 198.3 204 205.2

Brussels 162 6,423 6,624 6,227 5,953 5,922 6,366 6,497

Data source: FPS Finances (Land registry), National Geographical Institute (NGI) and Royal Belgian Institute  of Natural Sciences (RBINS).

Land use in km²: Belgium

1990 2000 2006 2007 2008 2009

Total area 30,528 30,528 30,528 30,528 30,528 30,528

Area of lands 30,278 30,278 30,278 30,278 30,278 30,278

Non built-up land

Total agricultural land 18,301 17,653 17,393 17,352 17,309 17,269

Others (1) 7,247 7,235 7,223 7,217 7,214 7,209

Built-up land

Built-up and related land (2) 4,980 5,640 5,912 5,958 6,004 6,050

Residential land 1,791 2,221 2,409 2,439 2,470 2,501

Industrial land  (other than 3.3. below)      413 506 534 539 542 546

Land used for quarries, pits, mines, etc. 40 37 38 37 37 38

Commercial land 115 142 148 148 148 149

Land used for public services, excluding transport, 
communication and technical infrastructure 176 201 205 206 207 207

Land of mixed use 134 136 136 137 139 140

Land used for transport and communication (3) 1,889 1,942 1,971 1,976 1,977 1,981

Land used for technical infrastucture 14 22 26 26 28 28

Recreational and other open land 407 432 445 451 455 460

	 1)  forests and other wooded land, wet lands, moors, marshes, waste land, rocks, beaches, dunes				  
	 2)  excluding scattered agricultural buildings							     
	 3)  including some parts of water courses							     
 						    
Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM AND PFS FINANCES (land registry). 			 

Population density by municipality on 1 January 2008

Brussels-Capital Region

Inhab/km2
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	 Unlike other European countries, the Belgian economy is no longer agriculture-oriented. Indeed, Belgium scores 
far below the European average with regard to the number of agricultural holdings per thousand inhabitants in 2007.  
This can be attributed to the high population density and the growing size of the holdings. The table on Belgium 
shows that the number of holdings shrinks year on year (with a decrease of nearly 2,000 units between 2009 and 
2008).								      
Moreover, only 1.75% of the active population still works in this sector nowadays. A strong decline of the workforce 
has also been observed since the agricultural labour force decreased by 15% over the period 2004-2009.

			   Superficie moyenne des exploitations agricoles

F I Agriculture

Utilised agricultural area

Utilised agricultural area (ha)
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Agriculture and horticulture

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Means of production

Number of agricultural holdings 53,221 51,540 49,850 48,013 46,187 44,381

Utilised agricultural area (ha) 1,393,788 1,385,582 1,382,390 1,370,285 1,373,844 1,365,155

Labour force 98,471 95,009 92,405 89,041 86,456 83,865

Full-time 51,288 49,467 48,173 46,500 45,598 44,527

Livestock (x 1000)

Number of cattle 2,739 2,699 2,663 2,649 2,606 2,600

Dairy cows 543 523 507 500 495 504

Pigs 6,355 6,318 6,295 6,256 6,262 6,321

Hens and pullets 13,446 13,215 12,397 11,906 11,493 11,828

Broiler 21,745 21,073 19,711 20,161 20,116 20,659

Crops (ha)

Cereals* 319,218 322,231 329,614 329,894 363,168 344,992

Winter wheat 200,365 201,481 197,950 197,741 208,606 198,243

Grain maize 52,173 54,256 56,500 58,238 72,015 66,670

Industrial crops 134,128 130,311 120,328 120,177 96,498 96,351

Sugar beet 87,754 85,527 82,912 82,659 64,296 62,740

Potatoes 66,734 64,952 67,267 67,942 63,883 73,723

Forage crops 252,845 255,208 253,356 255,147 268,476 271,557

Forage maize 166,941 163,825 161,178 163,896 176,654 180,251

Field vegetables 39,853 38,908 40,471 39,069 38,661 40,320

Ornamental crops 21,384 21,093 21,010 20,968 21,295 21,629

Permanent grassland 529,951 519,096 517,306 507,304 504,833 501,573

*  Includes grain maize but not forage maize (see forage crops).

Data source: FPS ECONOMY - STATISTICS BELGIUM
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Number of agricultural holdings per inhabitant 2007

Ranking Unit Number of agricultural 
holdings (1,000)

Number of inhabitants 
01/01/07

Number of agricultural 
holdings per 1,000 

inhabitants

1 Romania 3,931 21,565,119 182

2 Greece 860 11,171,740 77

3 Lithuania 230 3,384,879 68

4 Bulgaria 493 7,679,290 64

5 Poland 2,391 38,125,479 63

6 Hungary 626 10,066,158 62

7 Cyprus 40 778,700 52

8 Latvia 108 2,281,305 47

9 Slovenia 75 2,010,377 37

10 Ireland 128 4,312,526 30

11 Italy 1,679 59,131,287 28

European Union 13,700 495,126,421 28

12 Malta 11 407,810 27

13 Portugal 275 10,599,095 26

14 Spain 1,044 44,474,631 23

15 Austria 165 8,282,984 20

16 Estonia 23 1,342,409 17

17 Finland 68 5,276,955 13

Slovakia 69 5,393,637 13

19 France 527 63,392,140 8

Denmark 45 5,447,084 8

Sweden 73 9,113,257 8

22 United Kingdom 300 60,852,828 5

Luxembourg 2 476,187 5

The Netherlands 77 16,357,992 5

Belgium 48 10,584,534 5

Germany 370 82,314,906 5

27 Czech Republic 39 10,287,189 4

Data Source: EUROSTAT
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